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The Solemnities of the Day were thus co ged. 
© The Rev. Mr. JaMESON engage in rare and readig 


the Keriptures. (| 4 60 4 


= — — 


The Rey, Mr. KINGSBURY delivered the: IntreduBtory Diſ. 
courſe and aſked the Queſtions, _ | N 
A rr 


The Rev. Six HARRY TRELAWNY ee his Anſwers, 
and Confeſſion, of Faith,” ( 


AS; 1 Ys 
| : The — Mr. KINSMAN engaged, in the Ordination Prayer, 
== We. 2 was accompanied with W of Hands. 


„„ 9 rote ip 


1 Rev, r. CRISP. delivered the Charge. K 
3 Rev. Mr. ATKINS engaged in intrceſfry Pr 5 

. The Rer. Mr. ASHBURNER preached the Sermon. 
- "The Rev. Mr, ANDREWS concluded. with Prayer, 2 
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Introductory Diſcourſe, &c. 
| | | 1 ia. 173 «4 : 
h | : 5 
— R 2 . hens ; ; 2 bp #2 1 
: 6 | | | 
THEN TI ſeriouſly and eply conſider the 


nature of the buſineſs on which we are 

\ Y affembled this day, and pander its parti- 
cular. circumſtances, I can ſcarcely - refrain from 
exclaiming with ſacred aftoniſhinent and gratitude, 
at, O my friends! what hath God wrought'!”* (a. 5 


The ſolemnities of an ordination to the miniſtry. 
of the goſpel, ſhould remind us of the particulars of 
that great ſalvation, which it is the grand deſign of 
Jehovah, by that miniſtry, to publiſh: and proclaim. 
They call upon us, to behold, centemplate, and ad- 
mire, the amazing contents of the eyerlaiting co- 
venant; of that long-ſealed. roll of the decrees of 
heaven, which none was found able, or worthy to. 


open, but the Lion of the tribe of Judah. (S.) There 


to read and to rejoice, that while apoſtate angels 


were delivered into chains ef darkneſs, to be. re- 
ſerved unto judgment, (c.) the thoughts of a triune, 
covenant God, towards elect finners, were thoughts 


of peace, and not of evil. (d.) 825 
IM 4 4M Methirks 
0 a.) Numb. xxiii. 4 0 c.) 2 Peter, ii. 4. 9 
(9.) Rev. v. 2, 35 42 $o (A.] Jer. xxix. IIs Fr_g 


* 


2 IT An Introductory Diſcourſe 


Methinks every particular part of the ſervice cries 
out, See, ſinners! fee How God loved a con- 
« demned, though choſen world! So loved it, as 
© to give his only Legotten Son, (e.) the brighineſs of his 
„ own glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, (F.) 
< to be their ſurety, (g.) their ranſom, (B.) to be an 
s execration, a curſe (i.) to bear the wrath and pu- 
“ niſhment of his offended majeſty, and juſtice, in 
* the room and ſtead of ſentenced, helpleſs, and 

„ wretched traitors. - | | | 


See how Jehovah-Jeſus, the ſecond .coequal 

“ perſon in the undivided ſubſtance, left the joys 

„of the ſkies, and tabernacled in human fleſh, (J.) 

„ that mortals might behold his veiled and ſoftened 

Yo glory. How he obtained eternal redemption, (K.) 

and reconciliation, by the blood of bis croſs: (I.) 

How he wrought out a perfect righteouſneſs, for 

* juſtification, (in which, even the all- ſearching eyes 

of infinite, purity can find no flaw, with which the 

«© Lord 7 pleaſed) (m.) by the obedience of 

“ his life. And how he hath, in part, and will at 

length, in perfection, gain e e victory over 

3 & all his, and our foes, by the greatneſs of bis 
J 0 


See the condeſcenſions of the moſt holy Lord, 
6“ the Spirit, in coming down to dwell in our dark, 
& diſeaſed, miſerable, and filthy hearts; to enlighten, 
& heal, purify, and comfort them, by his ſweet in- 
< fluences, in the effectual application of the Re- 


e deemer's blood and righteouſneſs !”? 
ee 37.16 £43 John i 2 
(fe) Heb. i. 3. EE (.) Heb. ix. 12. 
(8-9 We. vi. 43- (1.) Col. i. 20. | 
(B.) Mark x. 45. | (n.) Iſaiah, xlii.' 21. 


Ci. ] Gal. iii. 13. #avape (Cu. ) Iſaiah, Ixiii. 1. 


at Sir Harry Trelawny's Ordivetion: 5 


In this ſolemnity, we have, moreover, a monu- 
ment of the Redeemer's care of his goſpel church, 
inſcribed” as it were, with this motto: O my 
Zion, I remember thee ſtill;“ “ yea, though 4 
e woman may forget ber - ſucking child, and have no 
_ compaſſion” on the ſon of her womb, oo will I not 

bas orget ' thee, behold bave graven thee on the 

&« palms of my hands, thy walls are — before 
* me.” (o.) And may we not well be deeply affected 
with the thought, that, amidſt that threatening 
gloom! which hangs over our churches, cauſed by 
their Chriſt-reviling errors, their unchriſtian animo- 
fities, and ſhameful quarrels; their luke-warmneſs, 
their diſhonorable walking, and conformity to che 
world; from whence, as from ſome black thunder- 
cloud, the moſt deſtructive juggments might be ex- 
pected to dart forth; may we not well be aſtoniſhed, 
that the compaſſionate and long-ſuffering Head of 
his Church ſhould look from behind the cloud and 
ſay as it were, I do not, I will not forget thee. 
I will ariſe and have mercy upon Lien. (p.] I will 
* not yet remove my candleſtick out of its place. (g.) 
«© F will not yet forſake guilty =o 9 
% m . 

Theſe are thooghts, l wy the common * 
lemnities of an ordination : But, allow me to obſerve, 
there is ſomething peculiarly ſtriking, attending the 
attending the circumſtances of this, whether we aer 
ſider the Miniſter, now to be ſet apart, or the people 
over whom the Holy Ghoſt, we truſt, has ca lid 
| him to be an Overſeer, (07 V. 3 


In general, we know, the poor of this wh are 
Pe of God, to be rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
* ( and that, not many ö, not many noble, 

B 2 en ee IO” 


8 ) Ifaiah xlix. 15.416, (4.) Rev. ii. Yo Fo (. james ii. 5. 
(p.) Pfalm cii. 23. Cx.) Acts xx. 28. 7 . 


called. But, God hath choſen..the faoliſÞ things of. the 
worls, ' 1» \confound the wiſes, and Cod bath | choſen the 
weak things gf 'the world to confaund the things which 
are mighty, and baſe things of the world, and things which 
are deſpiſcil, bath God cboſen, -yea and things which are 
are. nod, to bring ts nought things which are, that no 
one among the great, the mighty, the noble,. the 
well-born (as the word is“) ſtirred up by ſovereign 
grace, % go forth out of the camp (u.) of a thought- 
tets, gay, and ghttering world, bearing the croſs of 
Emanucl., Cbogſing rather to ſuſfen alfliction with, the 
People e God, than to enjoy the pieaſures of fin for a. ſea- 
 fon'; eſteeming the reproach of Cbriſt (cv.) as a miniſter, 
among à fe every where. ſhoken againſt, greater. riches 
than all the preferments of a political eſtabliſhment, 
and the treaſures of the world. Devoting himſelf to 
the feeding the flock of 2 the over/ight- thereof, 
uot by corftroint, but willingly, not for filthy lacre's ſake; 
but uf a willing mind. '(*,)———Let thoſe who revile 
him bluſh, and be aſhamed to their very ſouls!  » 


As to the people, of whom he is to take the over- 
ſight, they are ſignal monuments of diftinguiſhing 
grace, and divine love and power,; raiſed up by his 
own inftrometntality, as it were, from duſt and ſtones, 
They are his joy now, and we truſt will be his future 

lory. O may the fir{t-truits. of Looe be as eminent 
for holineſs and zeal, as the firſt fruits of Achais 
and may they be followed with as large and plenti- 
ful an harveſt! (Y. £ | „„ ins 


Now, putting all theſe conſiderations together, 
may we not well rejoice, and call upon all our 


(t-) 1 Cor. i. 26. 29, | Cv.) Heb. xi. 25, 26. 
; ” wy — (x.) 1 Peter v. 2. i ; 
cu. Heb. xiii. 13. el 6.9 Rom. Xx vi. 5 : 1 Cor. *vi, 23. : 
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powers to wonder, and to e Joving Lond c 
and gracious, King of: Zian ? 


, 15 He * VI 


Here I Winke n ©. Dom as many now pre- | 
ſent were never. ſpectaturs of the like ſalemnity be- 
fore, and, perhaps, never may again, {preſume it 
may not be improper: to drop a word at boch co 
ernte and vindicats our n 


We affuredly believe, and 1 8 on «ae 
teſtimony of holy writ, that /a, gaſpel church doth 
not conſiſt in, what are called, conſecrated. walls, 
which will ſerve as well for a theatre as a ſanctuaty : 
or in any political eſtabliſhment : but, that it cans 
ſiſts of thoſe perſons who are ſunctiſed, called to:be 
' ſaints, and in every or any place, call upon the name 
of Toſts Chriſt, (ny; and walk in ng! og an 

| ois | 


And, as Chriſt who is * Rocky Fs hs avs al 
things to the church (a.) hath commanded. us to call 
no man, or ſet of men, Fathers or Maſters un tarth, 
(b:) from a conſcientious reſpe& to his precept, we 
deny, diſclaim, and renounce all juriſdiction and au- 
thority, in matters merely ſpiritual and religious, 
but that of our ſovereign Lord, "wa ul _ Bybop 
Fan (c.) * bo. , 


We hold, that. every diſtin& ehe 1 an in» 
defeaſible right, from ſcripture, to chooſe its own 
officers. Do we read of patrons there? Can we 
find W ſhadow of an Inſtance, af miniſters being 


$ 
Fl 


(ﬆ. y; 1 Cor. i. 2. Acts ii, 47. Ads i ix. 955 
The nineteenth article defines a church in very ſimilar expreſſions: 
„ The viſible church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful men, in 
the which the pure word of God is preached, and the ſacraments 
- © be duly adminiſtered, according to Chriſt's ordinance, in al thoſe 
« things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame.” 
(a. * i. 2. (b.) Matt. xxiii. 9. (e.) 1 Pet. ii, 23. 


impoſed on the people, without their own cotiſent; 
much leſs againſt their wiſh and inclination? ' No. 
The holy apoſtles themſelves, with all their extraor-- 
dinary authority, never pretended to this. But, as 
is evident from Acts vi. 3. in the caſe” of deacons, 
they referred the matter to the church: Breibren, 
look ye aut among you ſeven men of haneft report, full 
of the holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom, whom we may appoint 
over this buſineſs. And we read, (ver. 5.) he ſaying 
pleaſed the whole multitude; and they, i. e. the multi- 
tude, who had been added to the church, choſe Stephen, 
&c. And if the apoſtles did not impoſe lower 
and leſs important officers on the church, much 
leſs thoſe in whole gifts, 8c. the people were much 
more intereſted. HOT. FOOT 20 "PIR 


i/” Accordingly we read in the 14th chapter of Acts, 
ver. 23, that when they, i. e. the apoſtles, with the 
concurrent ſuffrage of the people, had ordained 
them by election“, ꝰ or conſtituted preſoyters in every 
church, they prayed with faſting, and commended them to 
the Lord on whom they had believed. Agreeable to 
this, as you will [preſently hear, a particular church 
hath choſen, and called our brother to be their paſtor. 


Mean while, I muſt add, that the officers of the . 
church, of which the New Teſtament knows any 
thing, may be cemprehended under two general 
claſſes or characters; viz. 1. That of Biſhops,” or 
Prefbyters; or Elders, to which belong, the admini- 
ſtration of the word, and ſacraments, and preſiding 
in eccleſiaſtical affairs. 2. That of Deacons, to take 
care of the temporalities of the church, or to ſerve 
tables, the table of the Lord, of the miniſter, and 
CCC 


* 


4 


80 the old Engliſh Bible renders it. The Greek word xeupire- 
vozyTe is generally uſed to ſtretch out, or lift up the hand by way 
of vote, Vid. Doddridge in loc. = 3 


at Sir Harry Trelawny's Ordination. * - 0 
As to any order called the Priefbood, in contra- 
diſtinction to Biſbops; though ' a prieſthood wðas 
owned by Moſes, under the ceremonial diſpenſation, 
yet I do not recollect ſuch a diſtinct order is once 
acknowledged by Chriſt, or his apoſtles, as ing 
to miniſters under the diſpenſation of the go — 
We mult look upon it, therefore, as an illegitimate 
child, and it bears the likeneſs of à mother, branded 
in holy writ with a very ignominious name. 


Nothing can appear more plain from one paſſage 
of — A tas ehatoohe office of Pond tha 
Biſhop is one and the ſame thing. I mean Acts xx. 
At the 17th verſe we are told, that Paul ſent for the 
pio rie the ' Preſbyters, or Elders of the church at 
Epheſus. And in his charge to thoſe very elders, he 
calls them (verſe 28,) «mowaras Biſhops, or over- 
ſeers. F If then Elders are called Biſhops in the. 
word of inſpiration, they are ſo indeed, unleſs we are 
to regard the traditions of men more than the ora- 
cles of the living Ge. 424 vim] 


To qualify a man for this office, we apprehend, 
it is indiſpenſably neceſſary that he ſhould be made 
a miniſter by Chriſt himſelf. I refer to what our 
Lord ſaid to Paul, at his converſion, Acts xxvi. 16. 
For this purpoſe have I appeared unto thee, to make thee 
a miniſter and a witneſs both of thoſe things which thou: 
haſt ſeen, and of 7 things in the which I will appear 
unto thee. Alas! how many man-made miniſters in- 
trude themſelves into the church of God; how m_ 


+ Both theſe, and ozJy theſe offices, are mentioned by the apoſtle, 
Phil. i. 1. and by the way, it there appears, with the cleareſt evidence, 
that there were ſeveral Biſhops in one church, rather than one Biſhop | : 
to many churches, *' © * v0 | e 

t This is the only inſtance, I think, throughout the h New - 
Teſtament, where the word enloxowog is not tranflated Bifbop ; 2 BE. 
circumſtance which proves that the tranſlators felt the force af the 
aboye · mentioned argument. | 


* 


- 


ht. Burodu@ory Diſcourſe 


700 into the facred office, whe like Eli's ſons know 
ot th: Lord. (d.) Who are urged on by worldly, 
covetous, and ambitious views; and by whoſe negl- 
gence,” and evil example, men 'defpiſe and abbot mw 
mon eg Fele Lord 7 I ** 


But nt is. it chat conſtitutes a man a ( Gta 
Miniſter ? Few words malt fulfice for the nee | 


1. True Ec in the heart. Before Paul- was 
called to be a miniſter, he was called by ihe wow of 
* Gal. i. 15. 5 


2. Miniſterial gifts and Wenden A "Biſhop in 
P apt to teach, — have a fund of ſcriptural and 
divine knowledge, and a facility in conveying that 
onde to the minds of others. I Tim. NL. 2. 


3. A warm 9nd aFoRionare love to fouls, and a 
ſteady earneſt deſire to lay out his time; ſtrength, 
and talents in the work of the goſpel. 2 Tim. iv, 2. 


4. A call by Gvine Providence, and a door openid 
for uſefulneſs. And to the paſtoral character, we 
preſume, are neceſſary, the election and invitation of 
a' particular OY and the n 8 W 
thereof. | 


Theſe chings, I Bey wender to ſay, in den name of 
my reverend fathers and brethren convened on this 
occaſion, are the requiſites of an evangelical paſtor. 


And I may add, that, we doubt not they are all 
bees, combined in our very dear and reverend 
brother, oy whoſe deſire we are now v afſem bled. Wh 

f | | | at 


* 


(4) 1. 3 (en) verde $a 
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2 Sir Harry Trelawity's Ordination * 5 
What now remains before us, in the uſual order 
of ſuch ſolemnities as the preſent, called Ordination, 
are theſe: It is cuſtomary for the miniſter to be ſet 
apart, to anfwer ſome queſtions, reſpecting the im- 
zortant function he is —.— to undertake; and ex- 
plicitly to profeſs his faith. It is alſo cuſtomary for 
the church to recognize their call, and the elected 
paſtor to declare his _ ptance thereof. Theſe 
ſtriking engagements and ſtipulations are followed 
with earneſt prayer for both paſtor and people, ac- 
companied, for the moſt part, with the impoſition o 
the hands of the miniſters ; after which, with prayers 
and finging intermingled, an exhortation is given to 
the paſtor, a ſermon is delivered to the people and 
| hearers in general, and the whole ſervice concludes 
with prayer, 1 . e 


Having given this general account, we imme- 
_ diately proceed to the further buſineſs of this day. 
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QUESTIONS, 


PROPOSED To i 
The Rev. Sir HARRY TRE LAWN Y.\ Bart, 


At his ORDINATION, 
By WILLIAM KINGSBURY, A.M. 
Wich the ANSWERS returned. 
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publicly to anſwer ſome queſtions. Give me 
leave, therefore, dear Sir, with all humility, to 1 
prope a few to you. OP =o REY 


F is uſual, on theſe occaſions, for the candidate 


QUESTION Ss _ 


\ BORN to ſecular honors, and bout 3 | 
the means of n, a corrupt inclination, we 
might have expected to have ſeen you, as, alas ! too 
many of your rank and fortune are, purſuing the 
vices and vanitjes of the gay and glittering world. 
But, as we, with pleaſute, behold you turning your 
back upon theſe, ſeeking after happineſs and 
glories of a ſuperior nature, and expoſing yourſelf 
thereby to contempt and reproach, we are taught by - 
our bibles, to aſcribe this difference to the powerful 
operations of divine grace. Shall I then deſire you, Sir, 
to giye ſome ſhort account, how that Oy 
grace w_ wrought 1 In your _ ? | 


ANSWER. WW” 


— 


BEING a fallen ſon of fallen Adam, ou PLES 0 
| II'S and conceived i in ſin, I a. ) it en appeared, - 


\ — 


+ 
; ; 21 Pralm li "ha 
A * | * ; * » - « 
1 % ' « 2 
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"bis - QUESTIONS, S. 
= 3s foon ax opportunity offered, that I was of the earth; 
> © earthy, (b.) a ſinner, alienated from the life of Cad; (c.) 
j E 4 having @ mind wholly at enmity againſt him, (d.) his 
a b ee 6 pon. _ Ds 


From @ beuri deſperately wicked, (e.) e 
tbougbts, (F.) open rebellion and apoſtacy. So that, 
Inſtead of conſenting to the lam, as holy, juſt, and gaod; 

. T was pleaſed with the corrupt inclinations of 
my nature; pleaſed with the temptations propoſed 

by the murderer of ſouls. More than that, I ſought 
them with unwearied diligence.) Thoſe treacherous -: 

lovers gained poſſeſſion of myheart, and I did evi 

things in the emphatical language of the prophet, 4 

I could (b.) Determined, in the wrong ſenſe, that 

whatſoever my hand found to do, I would do it with my 

might. (i.) I proceeded from ane ſin to another, 

treaſuring up wrath againſt the day of wrath. (x.) 


| Suffer me, dear Sir, to ſtop here, and admire the 
depth, the unfathomable depth of that forbearance 
- which ſpared me, amidſt all my provocations. Eter- 
nal wrath I deſerved. Eternal mercy I received, 
Anguiſh, deſpair, and damnation I had purchaſed, 
Peace, hope, and heaven, I truſt, were freely given me. 


Without ordinary means, the Lord was pleaſed 0 
convince me of the neceſſity of ſeeking his face, 2 
pardon. 1 yer 


It would be tedious to relate the various methods, 
whereby he hath, ſince that time, for the ſpace of 
five years, taught me. I can only add, that I am a 
monument of ſparing mercy, free grace, and electing 
love, For, in my caſe, particularly, that word was 
2 „ 7, -* Werlled, 
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bc $iz Cor: 1 5 . i, 5.) Jer. ili. v. 
A Eph, iv, 2 Ig 8 3 = | 65 Leciel. ix. 10, 
(d.) Rom. viii. Te g- Rom. vii. 13. (A.) Rom. ils $5 4 


QUESTIONS, A us 
verified, Iſaiah Ixv. 1. I am found of them that ſought 


me not. So far was I from even deſiring the Know] 


ledge of God, thai I was ſorry to part with my fins. 
My hope is now in him, hm Gad no forth &s a 


propitiation. (l.)] by whoſe &-: righteouſneſs 


wrought cut for the ſinner, and in the Binner's ſtead, 
God may be juſt; and wr juſtiſer of bim that believeth 


in Fefus. (m.) received ſo many. undeſerved 


mercies at the Fs f God, I can do no dtherwile, 
_ give 5 ſoul, body, and ſpirit as 4 living ſacrifice 


upon the goſpel, ae of 4 e defirine 


God our. Saviour. I need your prayers my ever 


Fathers and Brethren, that I may live more and more 


as a citizen of the New Jeruſalem, as one who. h 
freely-conferred night of receiving fro js 1 
of Jaa Chriſt. 15 985 


1 cannot help Seeding, for a moment, bs a "I 
dear young friends preſent, that they m — 
Fail conſider the vanity and emptineſs of a 
earthly enjoyments. From my own experience, I c 
aſſure you, that ſin bach no ſolid or laſting 1 95 
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8TILL, Sir, you might have continued 1h-a 
private ſtation, with honor and uſefulneſs, or have 
Killed ſome civil poſt with dighity.—Let me, then, 
deſire you to ſay, What are your motives in under. 
taking the arduous and difficult employ of a goſpel 
„ 087 7. 07) fo Babi $57 3 ehtronm 
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THE following confiderations will lead to: an 
anſwer to this queſtion. Aſſured by ſcriptural teſ. 
timony, and convinced by af er fene that the 

ſons and daughters of fallen Adam, are all gone out 
of "the way, (o.) and together become abominable, 
_ deſtitute, helpleſs, unable to fatisfy the juſtice, or 
' appeaſe the wrath of God; that in this condition they 
have only a fearful looking forward to wrath, and fiery 
indignation" (p.) 1 cannot but thirſt and long for 
their acceptance of that rich, free, full, and ſufficient ' 
proyiſion made for poor ſinners, in the covenant of 
grace. By which they may have pardon to comfort, 
23 to juſtify, and grace to purify their 
ouls. eee e We . + wy Pe $(: 54 90S F 


Animated, moreover, by a ſcriptural view 6f*the 
ever bleſſed Jehovah himſelf preaching Jeſus to à 
fallen world, in that ever to be remembered fermon, 
Tics is my beloved ſon, in whom I am 8 
« Hear ye him; (g.) of the adorable Majeſty of Hea- 
yen, clothed in. bre and pity, condeſcending to in. i #: 
14 treat, pray, and beſeech rebels to be reconciled; (r.) 1 re 
canndqt but ſay, from my inmoſt ſoul, may my lot be 1 
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to cry, Bow the knee, before the chariot of 
« Emanuel, drawn by mercy and goodneſs.“ 1 


count it my greateſt happineſs, as well as honor and 


Free e him as the only Saviour of poor 

ſinners, to lift the ſtandard of the croſs, and be the 

unworthy inſtrument of ſetting the crown upon his 
2 QUESTION II 
BUT, Sir, as you. were educated in the church, by 


law eſtabliſhed, and might have expected from your dif- 


tinction and connections, to have gained ſome of her 


preferments and emoluments, is it not deſirable, and 
naturally to be expected, that you ſhould aſſign ſome. 
ſubſtantial reaſon why you chooſe to exerciſe your 
miniſtry among Proteſtant Difſentersr? ́öm 


. oY INTE Boks 
> SUBMISSION to the terms of miniſterial con 
formity, required in the Eſtabliſpment, appears to me, 


inconſiſtent with the obedience due to the Lord Jeſus, 
as the Head and Law-giver of his Church. Sim- 


plicity is a diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Chriſtianity. 


Simple is it in its worſhip, in oppoſition to pomp, 


ceremony, and ſuperſtition ;—ſimple in its govern- | 


ment, in . 400 it to the numerous offices later ages 
have introduced ;—fimple in its communion, in oppo- 


tion to impoſed terms, and human formularies. We 


It would be tedious, and indeed the time would 
fail, were I to endeavour to lay before you all my 
reaſons for diſſenting from the eſtabliſhment. ' Let 
It ſuffice to ſay, that I could not conſcientiouſly 
ſeek for orders, or continue in communion, with 'gny* 
church upon earth, that acknowledges any. other Head 
and law-giver-itt ſpiritual matters, than Jeſs Chriſt! 
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I count this the happieſt day of my life, in which 
I am permitted thus publicly to profeſs my love for, 
and fellowſhip with, thoſe faithful witneſſes of the 
dear Redeemer, who are willing to forſake ecCle- 
fiaſtical honors and emoluments for the pure teſtimony 
of Jeſus, and for the ſake of a good conſcience. May 
my lot be with them in life, death, and at the righe 


hand of God, when they ſhall no more be accounted 
the ſcum and offscouring of all things; but, clothed in the 


righteouſneſs of our adorable ſubſtitute, they ſhall be 
made kings and priefts, and ſhall reign friends of the 
bridegroom for evermore. LIVE 2D 


Y 


A. 


1 


dns 
THE work of the miniſtry, in general, every one 


| knows, if performed with faithfulneſs, will expoſe a 


man to great trials and oppoſitions. Give me leave, 
therefore, further to aſk, is it, dear Sir, your deſire, 
your firm reſolution, in the ſtrength of Chriſt out 
Lord and Captain, to continue ſteadfaft and immov- 
able herein; notwithſtanding you may be called to 


face bitter reproaches, and ſevere perſecution ?- 


G * 


A NS W E K. 


BEING utterly weak, helpleſs, and inſuffieient, 
if left to myſelf, even the frowns, not to mention the 
perſecutions of the world, would drive me from the 
ſtandard of the croſs. But my hope is in Jehovah, 
the creator of the ends of the earth; who fainteth not, 
neither is weary; (ſ.) the covenant God and Father 
of his people, in whom they may have ſtrength tq 


ſupport in every time of need,” 


And, I am well perſuaded, that He who with 3 
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l ong Rand and outſtretched arm brqught his Choſen 
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from Egypt Hs, whofitteth upon ie circle of the earth, 


tefore whom the inhabitants thereof, are as graſhoppers 2 
(t.)—He, to whom thrones, dominions, and princi- 
palities are; ſubject He, who preſerved the three 
witneſſes in the burning fiery furnace, can, and will 
preſerve me, although hell rage, and the great ones 
of the world take counſel againſt the church. 


0 | Our | forefathers, and predeceſſors in the miniflry; 
bad trials of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, yea, moreover 


of bonds, aud impriſonments, they were ſtoned, ſawn aſun- 
der, were ſlain with the ſword, - they wandered. about int 
ſheep-ſeins, and goat: ſtins, being deſtitute, afflitied, tor- 
—_— (u.) . „ theſe things altered 
not their courage. They t the good fight, againſt 
ſtrong . — aha fg dear 
to them, but finiſhed their courſe, and the miniſtry rtceived 
from the Lord Feſus, with joy, (v.) even at the gibbet 
and the ſtake ; and now are they crowned with glory 
immortal, and foine bright as the ftars in heaven. © 


Though removed from this lower world, they yet 
ſpeak, Be ſtrong in the Lord, and of good cou- 
rage.” The God that was their ſhield, 1s the ſame 
to-day, as he was yeſterday, and through him, I hope 


to endure to the end, obtain the victory, and aſcribe 


the glory to him for evermore. 


ron 
I AM now to deſire you will make a profeſſion 
of vour faith, in the leading articles of the goſpel ? 


[In this place Sir Harry Trelawny delivered his confeſſist 
of faith ; after which Mr. Kingſbury proceeded, 2 


MAY I not fay, my fathers, and brethren in the 
miniſtry, and you my Chriſtian friends, in the name - 
02) Iſaiah xl. 22. Cu.) Heb. xi 36, 37. Cv.) Ads xx. 24» 
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of all, that our honored young brother hatk en 
2 noble and good profe ion before many witneſſes 8 
r FL 141% 4 $4 \ {VIC : nn 3 1 
4551 is aaſiial, on thoſe: occaſions, for fone: a 
of the church, by which the miniſter is called, to give 
ſome account of the ſteps taken, previous to 'ordina- 
tion. But, as the little ſociety, of  which-our dear 
brother is taking the overſight, is an infant church, 
and unaccuſtomed to theſe matters; and as many 
other circumſtances render the general mode of pro- 
ceeding, in a few inſtanceg, very inconvenient, (of 
which the miniſters concerned are ſatisfied) Chriſtian 
wiſdom, and Chriſtian love, we truſt, will diſpenſe 
with ſome forms, however decent, not laid down a8 
n ace in the word. l 5 
Nevertheleſs, to give ſatisfaction of the reality of 
the relation to take place between the church at Yeft- 
Lee in the county of Cornwall, and the Rev. Sir Harry 
Trelawny, I am deſired ta read their invitation to, and 
call of him to 11 Paſtoral office. 


[Heres the Call ws  cendingh read * jth eongreg 1 111 0 


1. 1 >. * 
7 1 "oP — 
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All that remains is for you, dear Sir, to Ganify 
your acceptance of this call, and your reſolution 
to act towards the Pope at Wef-Looe, as a goſpel 
NN, 


«at 
® 4} # \* 
CTY Aa 


A N S W E R. 


"THE dear people at W: N Lobe, being, for the 5 
part, brought out of darkneſs into marvellous light, through 
my poor inſtrumentality, are abundantly: beloved by 
me. 1 pray, I thirſt for their ſpiritual improvement. 
4 acts are children 7 OR. 1 travail in birth ce 
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Clrif be formed in their hearts. (w.) Therefore with great 
pleaſure, in 1 of the glorious God, before 


angels, men, devils, I ſolemnly give up 2 
my time and talents to their ſervice in particu 


and to the church of Chriſt i in general. 


"046: Kingſtury concluded thus : 58 


AND now, may we all be enabled to unite in the 
moſt fervent prayer to our great Lord and Maſter, 
that he would ſtand by bis young ſervant, and - greatly 
ſtrengthen him, that by him the preaching may be fully 
known ; that all the Gentiles may bear; that he may be 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion, that the Lord may 


deliver him from every evil work, and finally —— 


him to his heavenly kingdom. by o whom be lin for ever 
and ever. (x. *. Amen. 5 


cu.) Gal. iv. 190 2. 5 Tim, iv. 17, 18. 
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CONFESSION or FAITH, 
33 


HARRY TRELAWNY, A. B. 


Late of Chrift Church, OXFORD. 


Delivered at his Ordination, in the Rev. Mr. Kinoeuny's | 
Mleeting- Houſe at SOUTH AMPTON, 


APRIL 22, 1777. 
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r. 4m 1 ag le neee et, Genemliaties of 
an infpired apoſtle, that tbe vorld by ei lum knietw 
not God. Fre wag es 6 productions of heathen ſages 
he df tlie - wain reaſonings of * a fookſh, 
darkened heart. The philoſophers famous in that fi 
of ignorance and ſuperſtition, he tells us, profe 
po gp 10 be wiſe, became fools. They food 
of God into a lie, and worſhippid' ani 
reattire more than tbe Creator, "who f i Bleed for 
Anen. a9 | en ns 


| After ſuch an account of DT and their de | 
NF given us ol one who could not be deceived, it ſeems 


7 
4 


45 


inexpr range, at firſt view, that men, callin 
themſelves Chriſtians, poſſeſſed of that ineſtimi 
volume, the Bible, —allowing it to be tlie only. clear 
revelation of the nature and mind ef God, mould 
yet be ſo univerſally inclined to furſule the fountain | 
of living water's, aud heto out to themſelves wats Ow 
Meru, . can Bold no Warer. . 


But ſo it is. Henee we ſee, che Akte 
of Semera, —_— and 2 preferred, gs recom- 


ended 


| (6 Klan wg, (b4 pg 1 75 


26 A Confeſſion of Faith 
1 2 — " —— d be thought Y Dl 6 £1 ak 


LI . 


| and 200 
direction of heathen authors. Our youth, year after 
year, converſant with the obſcenity of Ovid, the 
filthy wit of Horace, and the vain imaginations of 
Sor ates. As they advance, the New Teſtament, 


Which : | > inſtrument of con- 
vey 1 N FACES Ae Of | A ee l Ede 0 


idolatrous Homer. And in order to gain a reputation 
tor polite learning, they muſt purſue, with unwearied 
-diligence;-the ſame unedifying {tudies.- And the earnal 
mind of the moit ingenious, being enmity againſt God, 
(c.) naturally finds more pleaſure in the compoſi- 
tions of natural men, which. ſpeak their own ſelf. 
exalting ſentiments, than in the ſcriptures of truth, 
which, wich authority, declare, chat the bayghvine/5 


rr — ̃ — 


V 1 . n 


eternally exalted.” (d.) jo ning 902 
WATTS al 21197 $5 „tn 116 SMironn 0 
Hence it is that pulpits are filled with the ſame 
ſtuff. Divinity, 1 dare not call it. A moral eſſay 
upon the dignity of man, and the beauty of virtue, 


gentlemen! The nervous, the elegant, the inſpired 
and therefore invaluable epiſtles of Paul, are 76 full 


4 i 
„ 
LIT 
7 8 1 
. 7 
414.06 
$53 544 
1 
1 N 
1 
N 1 
460; 
3:09 33 Þ 
l 
I! if 
e 
Ne 
{6580 1 
. 18; $2) 
ie 
Ph | 
Wi 
Ni 1 11 
#4 vt 
bent 
1 5 
Deen 
l iT 1H 
14 
I 
$ 78 i! 
WH ite 
„N 
1621 
iN 
f 7 £ j} 
17 
$08 | 
1:* 
0 1 
1 jt 
#1 1 1 
1 
in 1 
$3190 '$1 
ia, 
l 
1 4 
1 
r 
Ni 
Düse 
1 j#} 
Bo 1 by. 
144047 
1 f 
. 
bind f 
i977” ö 
an 
e 
771 
ine. 
4 itt 
1H 
..$3L 4 
wt Eb 
Rahn, 
871 
Lig 1 
W 
. 
eig, 
1 
Bok 
WH 15:39 
. 
137 7 
NM 
Nei 
my, { 
en 
en 
7 "© $ 
1 i { 
13 i} it 
"7 5 
168 Pf 
14 : 
1 ny 
Hs "4 
164 
. 
l 
i 
11 
N 
ba e: 4. 
6 14 
t 
Mean 
4 
4 1 
44 16 
WIA 
Mil 
is i, ity 
MEU 
FEM 
UH) 
13165 8 
a. 
1 "14 
\ 74 
394 
1 
e I 
1,090 
* yy 
; ay ty 
1} J ' 
NNN 
111 ' 
100 
4 + % . i: 
12 i 
4 +; 
. | 
LADA, 
8! 1 
bs 2! it 
1 N 
. 
1 
. A. 05 
ee 
$f 
Ho” * 
n 
4 7 
N 


God, by giving him the glory which is Kis due as 2 
N and zoo injurious of man, by declaring 
the plain matter of fact, that he is a ſinner, a ſinner 
dead in reſpuſſes; (e.) a ſinner, without , God in tbe 


. Friune God, (the God of the Bible,) is without cere- 


*% 5 * 


4 . 


gotten or denied, and a ſupreme being, in one perſon, 
held up for adoration in his ſteady; ,. 


2 7 > * v1 Lan b 3 I 5 4 2 Wann * 
Ann Ki - 
(c.) Rom. viii. 7. . 
(4.) Iſaiah ii. 11 . Eph. ii. 12. 
ft 6 1 7 | 
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d ſcholars. Our ſeminaries are under the 


of man muſt le made low, and the Lord, Jebowab alone 


is all that can be expected from ſuch heathen- taught 


of Jeſus and ſalvation. They ſpeak toe highly of 


world; in another word, Av: an atheiſt. ;(f.),) The 


mony ſer aſide. His covenant relation either for- 


| » — * 
by. Harry Trelawny, * 257 
»% Yau o a. — 4 2 9 * 


Natural religion is eſteemed the foundat on of 
revealed, as: if God had left man to himſelf, for twWo 


thouſand years, to try his ſkill in making a ſcheme 


of divinity. Though, upon due and unprejudiced 
examination, it plainly appears, that there hever has 
been but one religion from the beginning of the 

world, under different diſpenſations. 7 goings 


forth "of Jeſus have been from everlaſting; (89) here. | 


vealed himſelf by promiſe and ſacrifice to Adam, to 
Abel, to Noah, to Abraham, by typical ſervices, and 
by ſhadowy inſtitutions to Moſes and the Iſraelites. 
The mythology'of the Heathens, and the Pagan rites- 
were a diſtorted portrait of the glorious revealed 
ſcheme of redemption. From which, when ſome wiſe 
heads of Greece and Rome had retouched it, and 
expunged the features that reſembled the ſalvation 


of Jeſus, ſuch as the demi-gods, and the deli- 


verances wrought by them, came forth what is now 
dignified with the name of natural religion. 939 L 


What I intend by all this unuſual preliminary is an 
apology for not beginning my confeſſion with ſome + 
account. of what I have diſcovered by dint of reaſon. 
| know nothing naturally but ſin—Truth Jean re- 


ceive only from the Scriptures. The Bible, I re. 


ceive as the word of God, becauſe its authenticity 
ſeems perfectly, and abſolutely, and indiſputably. 
eſtabliſhed hy prophecies fulfilled, and now fulfilling 
marvelouſly in our eyes—by miracles, wrought by 


Moſes, our dear Lord, and his apoſtles, 'in the pre- 
nn lee,, , . . 
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I am well aware that many objections may be raiſed cagainſt the. 


ſentiment here expreſſed, concerning Natural Religion; and ſome 
paſſages in PauPs epiſtles, fuch-as Rom. i. 20, may be made the 
foundation of ſuch objections. Inftead of replying to them here, I 
recommend the candid reader to the preface of the Rev. Mr. Jones's 
catholic doctrine of the ſacred Trinity, and to the Rev. Dr. Ellis's 
inowledge. of Divine things from Revelation, not from Reaſon, or 
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28 4 Confeſſion of Fab, 
ſence of many enemies, inclined to cavil ancł contri- 
dict. Theſe, which could not have been done, 3 
out almighty power, loudly call: upon every intel- 
ligent mind to acknowletlge this book, ſo ſupported, 
to be a meſſage from Gods 4 4 25 | j A Mets: In 
ze 107 "37 498 


: . SDA 
. Whatſoever I find written in this book, whether 1 
am able or not to comprehend, I receive as truth, 
looking upon it as a mark of the greateſt pride, and 
arrogance, to reject, the doctrines, which are above 
reaſon. Surely 10 far from making reaſon perpetual 
Dictator, and ſetting it upon the throne of Omni- 
ſcience, it would be the higheſt wiſdom, in nen, Zorn 
as wild, as aſſes. colts, (b.) not only. to allow (with 
reverence, be it ſpoken) but 'fejoice,. that the Lord 
ſhould condeſcend to be the fovereign -inſtrudter of 
ſuck. fools. e, "4705. e rin 70 
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In this garden, planted by Jehovah himſelf, grows: 
every tree, that is pleaſant to the fight, and good for food, 
(i.) From hence, the river of truth flows through 
the. city , God, (K.) refreſhing the hearts of the 
weary and heavy laden, Here, in ſhort, is a ſtore- 
houſe of ' wiſdom, from whence even fools may de- 
rive knowledge and underftanding. Oo 
Like the fun in the firmament, the Friune God, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, three coequal, coeternal, 
conſubſtantial, though dine; perſons of the ſame 
and equal. power, glory, and majeſty, ſhines forth 
eminently conſpicuous, and. mfinitely amiable. Riſing 
in the firit verſe of Geneſis, with healing under his 
wings, he ſweetly gilds all the promiſes, types, figures 
and prophecies with his glorious beams. S0 rhat 
all, as with one voice, proclaim him abundant in 4 
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(#.) Job. xi. 22, Ci. Gep. ii, „ (k.) Palm xlvi, 4+ 
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mercy - bound by oath and covenant. to, neem his 
eee a 
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we have, accord) 0 
hed: When ve On ſight of God as =p once food: 
of poor, ſenſible: 7 Ky we may hei r 1 
into a 42 by further f tl hg 
portion 0 f his N Lord wh | 
earth, h, and c created nan icon ity oe Bund w bo 
the heavens, and whoſe word. commanded. 4¹¹ theix 2 5 
into being. (n.) Almighty. With, whom nothing it 


is no. variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. (u.) 
niſcient. len e of the hearts, and trier 


the reins, a 5 oct s to all the thoughts of all. Ads: 


men, and, Eternal. From everlaſting to: cue. 
laſting be 5 God, (o.) always the fame, whoſe years d 
not fail. Holy, pure and good, the heavens; are not : 
a in 5 x ht, ar . are chargeable with- 
folly. (p. uſt, and deteſting iniquity will, by: 
no means clear the. guilty, (4.) or _—_— wicked. 


Feaſous of his ——— 2he Lord revengeth, ib Le 


revengeth, and is furious; the Lord will tate vengeance | 
f his 8 8 — wrath, RA way e, (7.4: 


2 | 2268 


profoundelft — cot break out, will this 88 in very 
deed dwell with man! (ſ.) Is it truth, that a, rebel, a 
traitor, may be admitted, to communion with him? 
Surely his ways are not as our Wis: wer art bis. | 
W as our "OY 90 1 75 
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God is revealed as ALEIM, before he is tiled Ie peR | 
Fl.) 2 Cor. v. 1 (.) Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

(n.) Iſaiah xlv. 1 | Gr Nahum i. 2. 
(n.) James i. 17. 92 Chron, vi. 18. g 
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From viewing his glorious Majeſty, thus generally 
repreſented, let. us contemplate his ve ary le 
particular. As a Ms hath power over the clay, ſo 
in my apprehenfion, do the ſcriptures ſet forth God. 
Having N en whom be "will have mercy. (u.) As 
2 his Coſpel from the wiſe and prudent, and _ 

it unto babes, for this one reaſon, becauſe it 

8050 in bis fight.” (v.) As a Sovereign, he 1225 art 
will among © 150 armies of heaven, and among the ſons 
of tbe earth ( w.) No man has any demand upon 
God for his gifts, they are diſpenſed freely, as to the 
time, the perſon, the place, the age, the countfy., 
And thus we find that rhe fooliſp, the baſe, the went, 
the things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen, while” my 
wuiſe, the mighty, (x.) and the highly efteemed amon 
men, are in general — abomination in 
ſight. As a Sovereign, I a prehend, he might with 
the ſtricteſt juſtice, have left the whole race of Fallen 
rebels, to periſh everlaſtingly, without hope, without, 
remedy, without pardon. ' But, adored be his name, 
we are aſſured, that before che foundations of the 
earth. were laid, he bad choſen his people in Chriſt Feſus. 
(y.) By an immutable purpoſe, ſtrong as the eternal 
throne, yea unchangeable as Deity itſelf, he had 
given them grace, and donned them to he Kapp. 
ton of children. (=). | 


b 


11 


85 Accordingiy, if the oven bes and ages __ the « 3 
church, the third covenanting Perſon in the coequial* fo 
Trinity, God the Holy Ghoſt, hath, and doth con- d 
tinue, to teſtify of Jeſus, to the elect. He brought 
an Abraham from idolatrous Ur, and cauſed him to & 
leap for joy in a proſpect of the day of Chriſt. (a.) 

And to Job, an Arabian ſtranger, he revealed the 


| 1 IE IT: „ obedience 
Cu.) Rom. ix. 15. 88 65. Epb. i. 4 4 
(V- ) Matt. xi. 25, 26. . (⁊. ) „ ver. K. 


(<v.) Dan. iv. 35. | (4. ) * viii. 96+ 
Cx.) 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. | | 
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obedience of Jeſusastheinſtituted method, and ground 


of juſtification. (4.) And in theſe latter days, tens of 
thouſands have ariſen from the duſt and acknow- 


ledged his power, and adored his grace, in delivering 
them from the hand of their cruel enemies, and givi 
them the knowledge of: ſalvation by the remiſſion af tbeir 
fins. (c.) "ig n+ K „ n 1 
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As it is one part of the Holy Spirit's office, to 
work powerfully in the ſinner's heart, n 


him of the evil of his nature, and of his actiqhs, t 
univerſality of his original pollution, through all his 


members and faculties, the whole heed fick, and the 


whole heart faint ; (d.) ſo, L believe, it is another part 


of his office, to point to the Laib of Cad, bo taketh © 
away the fins of the world. (e.)) on! 


eee 01S TS T0 mend 7 50 vs; "A: et te 
It may be expected, that, in this place, I ſhould 


ſpeak of the whole proceſs of a ſinner's juſtification, 
in a ſcholaſtic way. I rather prefer the plain ſcrip- 
tural account, , becauſe of its abſolute authority, 1 

beautiful, ſimplicity, and comprehenſive fullneſs. 
The apoſtle declares, that uE was made fin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 


God in him. (f.) This doctrine is the grand glory 
of the goſpel.. Indeed Chriſtianity is unchriftianized 


without it. cakl 
7 1 0 +] 2 ns N * TY 7 

I apprehend, and it is the joy, ſupport, and con- 
ſolation of my ſoul, that the Lord Jeſus was the ſub- 
ſtitute of his people. He bore, their ſins. He ſuf- 
tered their puniſnment. He ſuſtained the wrath they 
deſerved. He.drank the cup of anguiſh, ' indigna- 
tion, and vengeance to the bottom, that they might 
drink the cup of ſalvation, and thirſt no more : 


- 
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(b.) Job xxxiii. 23, 24. ((.) John i. 29. 
c.) Luke i. 77, 03 3 Oe V+ 206 
(4.) Iſaiah i. 5. | y 
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beaurifally embroidere 


aw properly be — to have n fulfilled 


_ office of a ſaviour, as 
Ged:—A view of his ſufficiency, fuitableneſs, ail, 


ſuch in àlII his characters, counting. all thi — 5 ba 


32 A Confeſſion of Faith, 

As Mediator God-man, he wrought out a ein- 

pleat, Spotleſ $/ righteouſneſs, adequate to the de-. 

monds of that lav which (is exceeding” broall. ww 
righteouſneſs, conſiſting of two parts, his active 

3 -obedience, is the guemenc of ſalvation, the 

t and veſture of oy , infinitely adorned, and 

in which poor, ſenſible, 

believing ſinners, may ſtand. juſt an L be- 

fore God, ſo that in, by, aj through Jeſus. th . 


The infirament of our ;oſtification wy WII 
which foul-emptying and Chriſt- receiving grace, ; 
called SA tives coming, a looting, a ting do Feſus, 
Implying,—A ſenſe of milery, and utter helpleſ. 


neſs —A view of the appointment of Jeſus, to. the 
"he? propitiation ſet forth by 


and willingneſs to ſave.— A hying hold on him 


for the ercallency of this 1 knowledge, and 
found in him, not having any ſelf Ta, but ba th 


Bitten Yighteoufueſs of Gol, (8) & 


The Lord the Spirit having: from his oon FA 
love and mercy, and by his almighty and'irrefiſtible 

ower begun a good work in the hearts of elect ſinners, 
15-gracioufly-pleafed to perf arm it until the ref hon 
Cbriſt. (b.) As Lord the vineyard he 
manures, tops, and waters the plant accor 
own wiſdom. The natural darkneſs of iche 
changed into Hght, e mare en na , w, 15 


poſer an. 0. 
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The natural enmity of the ſoul againſt God is 
changed into love, and gratitude, So that he who 
once was ready to ſay, depart from me, is now athirft 

or God, yea for the living God, longing, panting, 
pining for more communion and fellowſhip with his 
ather and portion. The Holy Spirit conforms the 
new-born ſoul by degrees to the image of Jeſus, en- 
riching it with every grace and virtue. | 


P 2. Ge I Ge RS 


In the foremoſt rank ſtands repentance, by which I! 
— underſtand that comprehenſive grace, implying a 
18 ſorrow for ſin, becauſe contrary to the nature, mind, 
iv, and will of God, and becauſe diſpleaſing to God 
gas hatred, and deteſtation of, and forſaking ſin, and 
he earneſt purſuit of goſpel holineſs. M hat ſocver things 
by are pure, whatſoever things are venerable, whatſoever 
, things are lovely and of good report, (k.) virtue, know- 
ns ledge, temperance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, 
/ and univerſal love, (I.) bud, bloom, and flouriſh 
/ through his all-reviving influences in the ſoul. In 
the ſhort, the ſinner becomes a new creature in Chriſt, (m.) 
a citizen of the new Jeruſalem, a ſpiritual ſubje& of a 
«mr King, a partaker of the divine nature, the 
friend of God, vg. 
ble F | ED . 
ers, Of theſe waſhed, juſtified, ſanctified ſinners, the 
6% Church of Chriſt conſiſts. They oy can be mem- 
ies, MF bers of his body, who have his mark of profeſſion 
upon their foreheads, and mark of likeneſs in their 
hearts. In the church militant they continue under 


the the ſhadow of the Almighty's wings, enjoying his 


preſence, and perſevering in his ways till their 
© W time comes to fit down in his preſence, and be 
The tranſlated from ordinances below, to full and bleſſed 
contemplation and fellowſhip above. The principle 
of divine life implanted in them by the ſacred Spirit 
5% 5 5 - never 


(k.) Phil. iv. 3. (i.) 2 Feter i. 6, 7. u.) 2 Cor. v. 17, 


6 Ang fk. 
never can be loſt: it muſt be in their ſouls a wel 
of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life. (u. 


Suachurck efChel, mintirea Shoal, lint 
dren ate trained up in all holy exerciſes. He hath ap- 


: 33 various officers, ſuch as Biſtups, or Elders, or 


aftors, and Deacons or ſervants : and ordinances, ſuch as 
the ſacrament of | Baptiſm, whereby believers are ini - 
tiated into the church, and whereby the infant offspring 

of believing parents are ſolemnly dedicated to the 
Lord. For, if children be capable of grace, and 
that, no one can deny, to children the outward ſign 
of inward regeneration, I apprehend may and ought 

to be applied. The winiſtry of the word is, I appre. 
hend, committed io faithful men, who are ab 
ethers,,(6.) whether they be choſen paſtors of a.par- 
ticular church, or evengelifts ſent forth to declare 
abroad the glad tidings ot great joy. The ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper was appointed for the continual 
remembrance of the ſacrifice of Chriſt; a ſtandin 


memorial of the ſpiritual water, and hidden manna, ot 


bim who is the meat and drink of his people, where- 
by the r ungrateful and forgettul minds might be 
ſtirred up to love and devotion, ſeeing by the eye of 
faith him who is hereby evidently ſet forth crucified 
II Doty 


When the laſt ele& veſſel is removed to glory; 
when the laſt zree of righteouſneſs is tranſlated from 
the garden on earth to flouriſh in the Paradiſe above 
for evermore, then, I believe, will, follow the end of 
all things temporal, the Chriſtians grand jubilee, the 
ſabbath of glory, the year of eternal releaſe, when he 
Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with the voice of 
the archangel, and the trump of God, (q.) when this cor. 
ruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and this mortal im- 

| i | mortality, 
rl. 3 2 het . . 
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mortality, (r.) and that queſtion be triumphantly 
aſked by the whole company of ranſomed ſaints, with 
one loud voice as of mighty thunder, O death where 
is thy fling ! O grave where is thy victory (/) Then 
the dead in fin, impenitent, unranſomed, unforgiven 
fianers ſhall riſe, to the reſurrettion of damnation, (t.) 
having bodies fitted for eternal torment.—But on 
the contrary, the dead in Chriſt, the lities- of his 
garden, ſhall be indued with glorious bodies, like unto 
the body of the exalted Saviour, accerding to the m'phty 
working, whereby he is able even to ſubJue all things to 
bimſelf. (u.) Bodies fitted for the everlaſting and unin- 
terrupted enjoyment of that triune Majeſty, in whoſe 
preſence is lite, and whoſe loving kindneſs is better than 
all things, (v.) who hath graciouſly promiſed that 
they who love him ſball inherit ſubſtance, and that be will 
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Amen. 


Theſe are the doctrines which, I firmly believe, 
conſtitute the grand; the glorious Icheme of religion, 
revealed in the Bible, ſweetly ſtiled the GOSPEL, : - 
and which, through the light of God's Spirit, and 
the aſſiſtance of his grace, I hope to make the ſubject 
ot my future miniſtrations. Theſe doctrines are my 
delight. , As ſolemn truths, they are abundantly 
precious to my ſoul. In the knowledge of them, 
_ and under their influences, I hope to live happily, 
om and dic triumphantly; and when led into a deeper 
ove acquaintance with their beauty, wiſdom, and excel- 
dof lency, in the region of purity and heavenly light, I 

hope to join that new ſong of praiſe for the revela- 
be tion of them, and ſhout, ſalvation, honour, glory and 
e of wer to the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen, Amen, 
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cars (r.) 1 Cor. xv. 5 : 11. 17 
im- (/-) 1 Cor. av. — — Ff. Hin. * 
altty, (.) John v. 29. | wb.) Prov. viii. 21. | 
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fill their treaſures, (w.) ſatisfying their enlarged de- 
fires from his own exuberant fullneſs for evermore. 
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De Petition of Chriſtian Paſtors for the | 
oo Prayers of their People. 


SE M YN 
PREACHED AT THE 
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OF THE 
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 ApriL 22, 1777. 


By EDWARD ASHBURNER, A. M. 
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ad Epiſtle t to che Theſſalonians, 
Chap. iii. ver. 1. 
FINALLY, BRETHREN, PRAY FOR Us. 


NE thing is evident, that God in his works, ; 
rovidential and gracious, aims to hide pride 


rom man. The 2 5 of men be 
bowed down. (a.) 4 ** 


If he determines to demoliſh the ately walls of 
Jericho, it ſhall be by the blaſt of To 
defeat the numerous and formidable haſt of Midian, 
it is by the reduction of Gideon's troops from the 
number of two and thirty thouſand, to/that of three 
hundred; left Iſrael ſhould vaunt themſelves. (S.) 
To ſubdue, vanquiſh, and ſtain the pride of the 
Philiſtine Champion, it is by a ruſtic, undiſciplined, 
unarmed youth. Theſe are ſome of God's ways 
providential, which are humiliating to man. And 
thoſe that are more ſpiritual, are not leſs calculated 
to anſwer the ſame end. This will appear when we 
conſider, that the all-wiſe head of the church, ap- 
points men who were darkneſs themſelves, (c. to illu- 
minate others; (d.) and to be the lights of the world : (e.) 
them that are fleſh, to be miniſters of the ſpirit; (F.) 
and them that are enemies and rebels by nature, zo 
reconcile men to God. No marvel, therefore, that we 
hear an infallible writer ſaying, who is ſufficient for = 
| ſe 


£5 Traiah i ii. 11. | - (4, ) Aa. xxvi. 18. 
23. vii. 1, 2 Ce.) Matt. v. 4. 
673 Ph, v. 8. Dn A 
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obtained to preach upon this very ſolemn occaſion, 


- From the words themſelves the following things 


SERMON 


theſe things ? 42 not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves: 
(b.) and in the words of our text, Brethren, pray 
* it „ = 4 


It was not without ſome difficulty, my conſent was 


The work itſelf aſſigned me, perplexed me much; 
and what increaſed my perplexity, was, not having 
any particular object to preach to, unleſs I had a 
voice much louder than that of Stentor, that would 
reach the dear people at Love: therefore I have 
choſen theſe words, to put the members of the va- 
rious congregations of which this aſſembly, this day, 
is compoſed, in mind, of a too much neglected duty 
ws their reſpective paſtors, miniſters of every 


_ eſtabliſhment in general; and to excite you to 
abound in prayer for our dear and honored young 


brother particularly, ſet apart this day in the preſence 
of many witneſſes to the ſacred work of the miniſtry, 


are conſiderable. 


I. The perſons to whom this requeſt is directed. : 
II. The matter requeſted of them, | - 
III. The reaſons of it. 2; 3 


* 


ft a+ 1 


I. The perſons to whom this requeſt is directed. 
The church of Theſſalonica. It may not be imper- 
tinent here, to give you a compendious view of a 
goſpel church, as deſcribed in the New Teſtament. 


The Greek word moſtly tranſlated church, 2 ſig. 
.nifies an aſſembly, convened both for ſacred or civil 
purpoſes it is uſed for a confuſed aſſembly : (i.) for 3 


Ourt 


67.92 Cor. ii. 16. e bangle. > | 
| 4) 2 .Cor. iid. $+ Ci.) Acts xix· 32. 0 
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the church being a ſupernatur 


ar Sir Harry Trelawny's Ordination. 4 

Tourt of ja tice, called a lawful Are (k.) „ Bug - 

| al ſociety (faith the 

learned Hooker) doth differ from natural ſocieties 

in this, that the perſons unto whom we aſſociate our, 

ſelves in the one, are men, ſimply conſidered as nen; 

but they to whom we are joined in the 'other, are 

God, angels, and holy men; men called into fellowſhip Ts 
for holy purpoſes,” VF 


But to ſpeak upon this head as the oracles of Cod. 
1. Achriſtian church is compoſed of ſuch who are 


called to be ſaints : (l.) to the fellowſhip of Fefus Chriſt: (n.) 


to liberty: (n.) withan high calling : (o.] to Gdd's eternal = 
kingdom and glory: p.] with an holy « calling * (g. and 
finally with an heavenly calling. (r.) OO 


2. Of this church Chriſt is the /i/5ehre Sbuerrioy 
and ruler. ' He is expreſsly called 2e bead of ho 
church, (ſ.) and Lord 7 all; (t.) the government is upon 
bis ſhoulder : (u.) He is King of Kings, aud Lord of Lords. 
(w.) Theſe churches meet togetber in his name, (v.) 
that is, by his authority as the ſole governor and di- 
rector of all their ſolemn worſhip : their homage 
itſelf is tendered to God through his'merits and in. 
tercefſion : they depend upon his bring and ſo fat 
as favoured with the fame; they aint at his glory and 
|. So, or a a ao 
3. They have a right to judge of the perſons to 
be admitted into, ' and excluded from their ſacred - 
communion; This is the caſe with vther ſocietieb 


3 R 3 ' Fi 424.4 "35 : 

. 4 2 Ads xi. 39. 3 tr.) Heb. iii. To * 

I,) Rom. i. 7. e Eph. v. 23. 
In.) x Cor. i. 9. (t.] Adds x. 36. 
#.) Gal. v. 13. . ) Haiah ik. 6. 
Te. Phil. iii. 14. 8 127 Rev. xix. 16, 
3 431 Theſl. ii. 13. a H S x< 
.. 44: 2 Tim. i. 9. . G. e 33 $7 00 | SY 


4.4954 © 


Paul, 1 Cor. v. 7. and, put away from yourſelves that 
wicked perſon, ver. 13. And church cenſures are ſaid 
to be punſomenis, inflicted not by an individual, but 

by many. : (x As 030% 06 4.08 en 

4. They have a right to chuſe their own officers: 

The officers of the church are divided into two ge- 

neral claſſes; extraordinary and ordinary: The ex. 

traordinary ones were Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evan- 
liſts; the ordinary ones, Paſtors or Teachers, 

Biſhops or Elders, Governments or Deacons. 


„„ „ RÞ Pops bao? fel oa. 


It is no part of my deſign to enter minutely int 
the nature of the different offices mentioned in the 
New Teſtament ; only obſerve; that it appears to me, Ml . 
that the office of Biſhops and Elders 1s one ang. the it 
ſame; and that for the following reaſons. 
4 128 12 b < : 117 5 2 7115 94 1524 2 £4 5 1 2 iy : P 
- Luke tells us, that when Paul came to Miletus, MW P 
he fo to Epheſus, and called for the Elders, or Preſbyters 


> 


o the church, and when they were come, he addreſſed M ©* 
them thus, Tate beed unto yourſelves, and to all the , 
( 


« flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Quer- 

„ ſeers or Biſpops. Thus it appears evident, that cl; 

the ſame perſons who in the 17th verſe of the aoth 
6 41 1 8 i chapter 


Ls 


55 : 


6. Ad. ix, 46. Cr.) Rom. xv. 2. (40 & Cor. viiil 3, 
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pter of Acts, are called Elders, are in the 28th 
verſe called Overſeers or Biſpops. The Apoſtle Paul 
in his epiſtle to the Philippians, addreſſes himſelf to 
all the ſaints in Cbriſt Feſus al Philippi, with the Bisnors 
and Dxacoxs: obſerve: here, had there been any 
Preſbvters diſtinct from Biſhops, why were they ex- 
cluded in this addreſs? And the Syriac verſion; 
renders .it Pre/byters and Deacons; ſo that here was 
not one Biſhop over many churches, but many 
Biſhops. or Elders over one church. And it is re- 
markable alſo, that the ſame apoſtle, in his firſt 
epiſtle to Timothy, 3d chapter, mentions particu- 
larly the duty of Biſhops and Deacons, and ſpecifies 
the qualifications requiſite for both, without a ſingle 
word about Preſbyters; and how can this ſilence be 
accounted for, but by ſuppoſing that the office of 
Preſbyters and Biſhops is one? The ſame apoſtle 
writing to Titus, gives him advice about ordination 
of Elders or Preſbyters, chap. i. 5. Ordain Elders. in 
every city, as I have appointed ihee : and verſe the 7th, 
ſpeaking of the ſame perſons, evidently ſhews, that 
Biſhops and Prefbyters were the ſame, elſe no doubt 
he would have ſaid, for in Elder muſt be blameleſs + 
And finally, the apoſtle Peter writing to miniſters, 
1 Epiſt. Peter v. 1, 2, expreſſes himſelf thus: 
« The Elders which are among you, I exbort, who alſa 
* am an Elder,” a fellow Elder, - or Preſbyter, as 
it is in the Greek, © feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the overſight thereof; that is, 
perform every branch of the Epiſcopal function, or 
paſtoral office amongſt them. And that every chuich 
has an inconteſtible right to chuſe their own Paſtor, 
to preſide over them in the Lord, is evident both. 
from ſcripture and reaſon. A right of private judg- 
ment is every man's birth-right. We may as juſtly 
claim the uſe of our judgments to guide us in our 
7 700 | G 2 ſppiritual 


* ovumpeoCileO- ; 
4 Ip more on this ſubje{t in Dr, Calamy's Defence, Vol, 1. pages 
þ Co "Wu N 1 : ; R ; 
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their ſouls, 


tp every. man, and body of Chriſtians, not to be led 


not to be in another caſe). but to judge for them- 


pot groyincial, or parochial, | 


fy 4 SERMON. 


ſpiritual affairs, as of our fight to do our ſecular 


buſineſs, or to go from place to place. I: we have 
an uncontroulable authority to chooſe our Phyſicians 


(under God) to preſerve and reſtore our health; our 


Lawyers to guarantee our eſtates to our poſſeſſion, 
if the merchant to chooſe a pilot to navigate his ſhip 
through boiſterous ſeas amidſt treacherous rocks, 
and latent quick-ſands; much more has every 
Chriſtian church, and every individual believer, an 
indubitable right to chuſe their officers or Paſtors, 
to ſuperintend the more and all-important affairs of 


And what ſays the oracle of heaven, which ought 
always to be deciſive in the church? Take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Phariſees: (b.) Take heed 
what you hear : (c.) Prove all things, hold faſt that 
which is good: (d.) Try the ſpirits whether they be of 
God : (e.) Theſe are the advices of unerring wiſdom 


by the ears (as the Queen of Sheba was determined 


ſelves ; to chuſe that which appears to them to be 
good and true, and to reje& that which appears falſe 
and erroneous. The apoſtle prays for the Philip- 
pians (chap. i. 10,) that they may approve or try things 
that are excellent, or different ; ſo the word is in the 
Greek; that is, that they may uſe their Chriſtian 
liberty, which is the common privilege af every ſaint, 
and not to ſee with other men's eyes, for to ſee by 
ſubſtitution is one way at leaſt to be undone in perſon, 


5. Theſe churches appear to be congregational, 
4 
F c.) Jchn iv. TY 


) Mat 
Fc.) Mark iv. 24. : 
e ee 7 7p Neue. 
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We read of the . churches of Galatia: (f.) the 


churches of Judea : (g.) churches of Aſia; (h.) of Ma- 


cedonia: (i.) many churches in one province, and 
theſe churches were all diſtin one from another, 


The church of Cenchrea, a port of Corinth, diſtin _ 


from the church there: and 1 do not recolle& that 
ever we read of any man eg Biſhop or Paſtor over 
a plurality of churches; but of a plurality of Biſhops 
or Paſtors, when the church was numerous, over one 

church. | TO | e 


But while we are pleading for the order of God's 
houſe, and endeavouring to form it according to the 
pattern ſhewn us in the mount, let us beware that we 
reſt not in theſe external matters: and let it ſignify 
„ more with you and me (faith Mr. Howe) to be 
« good Chriſtian, than to be a member of a ſoa 
« ſquared or organized church.” And (to uſe the 
words of the ſame great Maſter, with which I ſhall 
conclude this head,) You may ſuppoſe, from what 
** has been formerly ſaid, that order is a moſt excel- 
e lent and deſirable thing, and neceſſary to the 
te proſperity of the church of God: But what is 
* the order and frame of a thing that is dead? If 
sa plot of ground ſhould be laid out for a garden, 
F* ſquare it never ſo accurately, let it have never ſo 
ci exact a figure, beſtow upon it every thing of or- 
“ nament that art can invent; yet, if nature alſo do 
** not do its part, if the ſun never ſhine upon it, if 
* no ſhowers or dews ever deſcend, would it be, 


think you, a pleaſant, flouriſhing garden? We 


have all of us reaſon to have done expecting 
much from lifeleſs outward forms, even the beſt 
conſtitution imaginable: while a Spirit of life 


from above breathes not, deſpair that that will 


ever work miracles, or do any great things 
th | I 0 WE 
* amongſt us, 1 „ 


7 75 Gal. i. 2. | 3 — Rev. i. 4. 
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II. To conſider the matter requeſted of the /THef- 
ſalonians ; or for what people ſhould pray on behalf 
of their: miniſters: lag, „nne 


1. Not for converting grace, The churches of 
Chriſt take it for granted, that every man ought to 
be, and is a Chriſtian, before he becomes a Mznifer 
though, would to God, that we had not reaſon, in | 
our day, to complain, that many are educated for | 
the ſacred work of the miniſtry, both in our more 
public and private ſeminaries, who have not learned 
the elements of Chriſtianity ; I mean, that they' are 
loſt, helpleſs, and undone ſinners, without the righ. 
teouſneſs and grace of Chriſt : From the beginning, 
it was not ſo; nor ought theſe things to be. But, 

. may I not here ſay, to the praiſe of divine grace, 
that there is a conſtitution * (with which I have had, 
and have the honour to be connected; which, may 
the Lord as he has proſpered, continue to proſper;) 
that is concerned to promote religion and learning; 
and which inſiſts upon it, that thoſe perſons whom 

— _ they encourage, ſhall, as far as they are capable of 
judging, be parta fers of ChriſPs benefit, (K.) par- 
takers of the benefit that is the greateſt of all bene- 
fits; the moſt of all eſſential for a miniſter as ſuch, 
as well as for a private Chriſtian, betore they partake 
of their benefaction, VET | 


But I think I might venture to ſay, if the Apoſtle 10 
Paul ſtood at my elbow, that he himſelf, and much & 
more «ve, ought to ſolicit the prayers of the churches, « 
that we may not merely be partakers of the fear of 
the Lord; but be of quick uuderſtanding in it: (I.) that It 
we may with Hanani, fear God above many: (m.) that th 
we may not only have a good hope, but abound in hope: () cc 
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A Society in London, compoſed of Miniſters and private Gen- 
tlemen, known by the name of the King's Head Society. N ly ( 
(t,) 2 Tim. vi. 2, - (n.) Neh. vii. 2. 


() Tlaiah xi. 3. (A.) Rom. xv. 1335 
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not only grace, but abundance of grace + (e) that, 
| as the tutor ought to excel his 


2 


| pupils in knowledge, 
ſo we may have a double portion as, God's ſpirit-reſt» 

ing upon] = e e 17 Hobie) wats, 
0 © OJ e £1 R Y 1. 2 K Th ; 15 
3 2. For a bleſſing upon their private ſtudies. | Paul 
n exhorts Timothy to give attendance to reading and me- 
r ditatiun; (p.) to give himſelf wholly to them. The 
e Apoſtles obtained their knowledge as Jacob did his 
d veniſon, (ſaith Gurnall) but if ue would acquire 
e any conſiderable meaſure thereof in theſe latter ages, 


* we with Eſau muſt hunt for it. Nou therefore ought 

2. to pray, that your Miniſters may be ſcribes well inſtructed 

t, in the kingdom of God; (g.). and good houſholders , for 

e, they have a family to provide for, the houſhold of 

1 faith; a ſpiritual houſe, compoſed of fathers, young men, 

ry children, and -new-born babes; that they may bring forth * 

3 out of theit treaſure things new and old, which, ſome _ 

3 think, is a proverbial expreſſion, denoting exuberance 

m or plenty: or, it may denote, things from the old and 

of new. covenant, or Old and New Teſtament; old 

r- truths, with new obſervations. We ſhould not "i 

e- Wl © account, (ſaith Dr. South) him a. good; and gene- - 

h, e rous houſekeeper, who ſhould not have always 

2 “ ſomething of ſtanding proviſion by him, ſo as 
* never to be ſo ſurprized; but that he ſhauld ſtil be 

ly found able to treat his friend at leaſt, though perhaps 

le not always preſently to feaſt him. So the ſcribe here 

ch Wl © ſpoken of {hould have an inward, - laſting; fulneſs 

'S, and ſufficiency, eſpecially; where preſent perform- 

of * anceurges, and actual preparation can be but ſnort. 

dat It was ſaid by ſome of Dr. Bates's cotemporaries, 

E that, they had rather conſult him upon various 

'B) * points in divinity, than the beſt choſen and fur- 

wt * niſhed library.” And if I don't miſremember, 

of Biſhop Reynolds, that“ he was a walk ing library.“ 

Pertinent to this purpoſe alſo, is what was ſaid of Mr. 
i | Baxter; 


4. i v 


(v.) Rom. v. 17. 0. x Tim. iv, 13, 15. (9. Matt. ü. 32. 
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Baxter; when at a diſtance from home, and called to 
preach, though not in his uſual manner prepared, 
his ſermon obtained univerſal ſatisfaction; which, 
when ſignified to him, he replied, © You ſee how 
„ Jelirable and neceſſary it is for a miniſter to have 
& a body of divinity within him.” Therefore, 
brethren, pray for us, that we may abound in this 
grace allo. „ | e 


3. That the Spirit of the Lord may aſſiſt them, 
as to the matter and manner of their preaching. And 
to uſe Dr. Marryat's expreſſion at the ordination of 
the Rev. Mr. Towle, in this particular, <* 1 am ſteer. 
sing my courſe by the apoſtles compaſs, and men- 
< tion only what himſelf requeſts ' of the church to 
* pray for on his behalf :” and for me, that ui. 
terance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth 
. Goldly to mate known the myſtery of the goſpel: (r.) and 
again, withal praying alſo for us, that God wwould opei 
unto us à door of utterance, to ſpeak the myſtery of Chrift. 
(/-) Theſe apoftolic requeſts in ſenſe and meaning are 
one, though the words are various; there Being two 
things which he needed, and for which he deſired 


their prayers. 
1.) As to matter + that he might preach the myſ- 
tery of God, the myſtery of Chriſt; that is, the 
goſpel, which is replete with myſteries. The doctrine 
of the Trinity: the union of the two natures in the 
_ perſon of Chriſt : that the ſame perſon ſhould be the 
cauſe, and the effe; the root, and the branch the 
Father, and the Son; one in whom heaven and earth 
unite without confuſion : the reſurrection and the 
dead: theſe are ſome of the things included in the 
myſtery of Chriſt. Your prayers are defired for 
miniſters of the goſpel; that they may preach thelc 
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myſteries; and the various important truths con- 
nected with them, and not their own fancies, which 
they may falſely call the dictates of reaſon. ** For 
« reaſon, (as one expreſſeth it) with Mephiboſbeth, 
* has had a fall, and is lame on both his feet.“ 
« Reaſon (faith another great man) is reaſon ſtill, 
* when it ſtoops to the authority of ſcripture , only 
« reaſon more reaſonable. Another eminent Divine 
ſpeaks to this purpoſe; When our reaſon ſubmits 
« to the authority of ſcripture, we put out our own 
<« eyes, to ſee with the eyes of the infallible God.“ 
And for Chriſtians (ſaith che golden- mouth'd Dr. 
« Bates) to attend to the inſtruftions of natural rea- 
<« ſon, and neglect the divine revelation of the goſ- 
* pet, 19 © __ like that of the filly Indians of 
« Mexico, who having plenty of wax, the natural 
„work of the bees, yet made uſe of fire-brands to 
<« light them in the night, that afforded little light, 
« mixed with a great deal of. ſmoke.” Therefore pray 
that they may preach the word, the infallible word; 
make all things truckle to the word. 


2.) As to the manner; that they may ſpeak boldly. 
It becomes thoſe who ſpeak in the name of the im- 
mortal Jeſus, and who defire to ſpeak nothing bur 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs, words that comport 


with his ſovereign will; to ſpeak 4o/dly. I think the 
Greek word tranſlated boldly, ſignifies _ 


(1.) Courageouſiy, in oppoſition to fear of oppo- 
nents, that fear of man which hath torment, and 
which too often bringeth a ſnare, So it may ſignify 
a freedom from fear of what man can ſay, or men, or 
devils do. | 


(2.) The word takes in perſdicuity, in oppoſition to 
obſcurity, and ambiguity. That they may make it ma- 
nifeſt, as they ought to ſpeak : / manifeſt. themſelves to 


every man's conſcience, as in the ſight of God, Surely a 


man 


— 


n 


by, 


man who ſtammers, ſo that he cannot ſpeak. plai 2 
- ought not to be a public teacher; and thoſe wretc W; 


creatures that will not ſpeak plain, but ohhſcuris vera in- 


volventes, are equally unfit, and deplorably more guilty 
than they. Some there are (faith one) that deal 
e with religious ſentiments, as with great crimes ; 


they cover them, for if they are made known they 


% are undone.” And (as the ſame author expreſſes 


« it) unleſs a miniſter ſpeaks plain, he may as well 
„ when he goes to the houſe of God, leave his tongue 


de at home, and his people their ears.” A man can 


never edify, unleſs he underſtands : Therefore pray, 
that all the miniſters of the goſpel, may do in this 


reſpect, as it is ſaid Mr. Philip Henry did; imi- 


tate the Prophet, who contracted his ſtature to the 
dead body of the widow's ſon, applying his mouth 
to the month of the child, to inſpire the breath of 
Ue into him, 


| (3.) It Genifies alſo, fully; that they may preach, 


the word in all its branches. The dofrines of the 
goſpel, are all to be preached diftin#ly; the various 


; precepts of chriſtianity are to have their proper place. 


The love of Jeſus for their motive; the example of 
Jeſus for their model; the blood of Jeſus to atone for 
their defects and ſhort-comings. That, they may 
mg to ſaints and ſinners : give every one their portion; 

hat they may not ſteal any word from their neigh- 


bour, by with-holding that which ought to be ſaid : 


ſo ſome underſtand Jer. 23, 30, They fteal my words, 


every one from his neighbour. Many there are to whom 


miniſters are called to preach, who are for hearing 
nothing but dofrines and privileges: others there are, 


who with patience will not hear hem at all; but are 


all for the practical part of chriſtianity, that is, for 
hearing of it; though it is very well known, that 

ſons of this complexion are not, in general, moſt 
famous for doing. With great propriety, therefore, 
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ene ſaid, it is the talent of human nature to run 
<« to extremes.” I have (faith Mr. Matthew Clarke) 
ee been told by ſome, that if perſons would hear diſ- 
&« courſes, of faith and grace, they muſt. worſhip in 


„ hear a diſcourſe of works and morality, they muſt 


repair to ſuch a plate of worſhip; but I don't 

„ know why both theſe may not be heard in one 
« and the ſame place, Sure I am they ſhould, and 
« hope they are.” Biſhop Hall faith, © The devil 
„is in the pulpit, when the prophets, or preachers 
% of God, 1imother, or halve, or adulterate the meſ- 


« ſage of their Maſter.” Pray therefore that mini- 
ſters may ſpeak whatſoever the Lord commands them: 


And that, (as Mr. Yenkyn ſays) * the finners pbrenh 
may not drive them into a ph..“ 

4. Pray, that miniſters may be enabſed to defend, 
as well as propagate the goſpel. [am ſet (faith Paul) 
for the defence of the goſpel. (t.) And we are exhorted 
earneſtly to. contend for the faith once delivered to the 


* ſaints. (u.) To whom, ſaith Paul, ſpeaking of erra- 


neous brethren, we gave place by ſubjection, no not for 
an hour, that the truth of the goſpel might continue. with, 
vou. (w.) The fame apoſtle exhorts the Philippians - 
to ftand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving tagether 
for the faith of the goſpel; (x.) that is, for the whole 
ſyſtem of evangelical truth. And if this is a part of 
the duty of Chriſtians, much more of them who. are 
the Stewards of the myſteries of God. The words of 
Mr. Fenukyn, perhaps, may with greater propriety be 


adopted in our day, than at the time, when he uſed 


them; © There are ſome (ſaith he) who will feed be 
« ſheep, that will not drive away the wolves.” A ſpirit 
falſely called moderation and charity, has crept in 


Ct.) Phil. i. 7. | (av.) Gal. ii. 5. 
u. Jude Ap (*. ) Phil. i. 27. 
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amongſt. us; and with this moderation, ęrror, .ſuch 
kind of ror. as hath robbed God the Father "of 


his ſovereignty, God the Son, of his imperial Grown, 
and God the Spirit, of his Divinity and Pom to put a 


little more honour upon poor fallen ma 


DN 


the baleful 
conſequences of which are too evidently. ſeen, upon 
the /ace of, and almoſt throughout the proteſling world, 
And, as, one oblerves in another caſe, © it ought 
te not to be looked upon as unreaſonable, when ſome 
6c are obtaining a patent to {ſpread Poi ſon, if others ſeek 
« one to ſpread the antidote.” Perhaps this part of 


conduct may incur the charge upon every individual 


who purſues it, which was former ly brou ht againſt 
Chry/oftom, who was called Agonotes, that is, a Knee 


but ſtaußborn- 2 as an oak in the cauſe o. of God. An 
if you would with for a revival of religion among 
us, pray, earneſtly pray. that Mini {ts may with. a 
ſpirit of meckneſs, and undauinte: reſolutigh,, defend 


fellow ; he Was Pliant as an oßier, 1 n his own e 


the precious doctrines of the everlaſting $0 ſpel 7 .this 


will be one means of propagating goſpel. liel for, 
as Mr. Hervey juſtly obſerves, „ Morality "never 


L takes ſuch a : deep) root, nor produces ſuch gene. 
ie rous fruits, as when a in evangelical 


ni 23 
eee 8 6 0 


That bey may tate heed to themſelves, as wel as 
to er, doFFrine, be examples 4 believers in word, in con. 
alen, in charity, in ſpirit, in purity. (.) 


They ſhould be clean that hear the veſſels of the Lod 65 
It is very incongruous to hear a man reach a lecture 
of Divinity in the pulpit, and of Atheiſm in his Iſe; 
or to reſemble the Phariſees, who, /4id but did nat. (a.] 
Miniſters ſhould be like the ra 25 which not 
only lighted the” wiſe | men, #5 led 0 

An 


(ve) 2 Tim. iv. 12. (a.) Iſai. Iii. 11. (a. J Nit, i. 3. 


em to "Chrift.” 


mn Þ amd ﬀ8Q%« © N 


miniſter of Jeſus ſay, * and for me alſo,” '_ 
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And, O how deſirable, that, they ſhould all do as it 
s laid Dr. Jacomò did; he tranſcribed, in fair cha- 
racters, all his ſermons in his life. Miniſters ſhould 
do, and preach, as their Lord did. And ſure I am, 
that thoſe who know the Lord, if they are deſirous 
of enlarging the circle of their acquaintance in the 
Chriſtian world, one of their reaſons for ſo doing is, 
that they may obtain an intereſt in the fervent ſup- 
plications of them, who make daily uſe of the throne 
of grace; that God would grant to them an ability, 
for their own comfort, and the glory of the goſpel, 
to live his word, as well as preach it. Much depends 
upon this: therefore, methinks, I hear every dear 


i . 


TIER 8.1 


7 


6 For their fuceſss that the word of the Lord may 


run, and be glorified. 


It is true, Miniſters are called Saviours : Saviours 
Hall come upon Mount Sion: (b.) they are {aid to turn 
many. to righteouſneſs : (c.) to ſave themſelves and them, 
that hear them : (d.) to ſave ſouls from death: (e.) But 
then they are only ftrumental Saviours: and for. 
them to arrogate any thing more to themſelves, than 
being iſtruments in this work, would be as incon- 
gruous and abſurd, as if our hammers.and axes were. 
to riſe up, and boaſt that they had built our houſes , 
and our pens, that they had written our books. They 
are but a 'voice at beſt; and a mere ſound will not 


break an iron ſinew, nor ſubdue a brow of *brafs. 


Mere reaſons and arguments, however nervous and 
ſtrong they be, cannot make a lame man walk, open 
the eyes of the blind; nor impart ſpiritual life to 
them that are morally dead. The higheſt flights of 
cloquerice, of which Chriſtian orators are capable, 
can never demoliſh and overthrow. an mpregpaptc 


7 — 


C5.) Obadiah, ver. 21. (d.) 1 Tim. iv. 16. 


bs ) Daniel xii. 3. 


Ce. J James v. 20 


their miniſters. And it is evident, that the Chriſtjans 


before I diſmiſs this head, that when the apoſtle in- Cx 
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fort, or a well fortified citadel : no more can human 
eſſays vanquiſh and ſubdue thoſe imaginations, falſe 
reaſonings, and ftrong holds, which are to be found in 
every unrenewed ſinner's heart. But, there is a 
divine power neceſſary to render the weapons of our 
warfare effectual (for they are only mighty_through 
God) to rout the powers of darkneſs, the rebel- 
lious prejudices which have the human heart for 
their ſeat. The great apoſtle of the Gentiles, with 
with his extraordinary talents, being ſenſible of this, 
freely declares, Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but 
it is God that giveth the increaſe. (f.) And it is re- 
markable, that the diſciples were met together in the 
apper room, and continued with one accord in prayer and 
ee previous to the copious effuſion of the 
ly Spirit on the memorable day of Pentecoſt; 
which was no doubt in anſwer to their prayers for 


at Antioch recommended the miniſters to the grace 
of God, for the work they fulfilled. (g.) Thus you 
ee, that you are not only to pray that the great Lord 
of the harveſt would ſend forth labourers into his 
vineyard, but that he would ſend them only to thoſe | P 
places where he himſelf will come, to comfort their 1 
fouls, and to proſper their labours. May I not add, al 


treats the prayers of the people, that the word of the 
Lord may run and be glorified ;, the expreſſion includes, 0 
that the goſpel may be countenanced by public au- tn 
thority ; that many effectual doors may be opened JW?” 
in providence ; that the Miniſters of Jeſus may feel for 
an holy promptitude of ſoul to go in at thoſe doors; 
and the Lord over-rule ak. to his praiſe ? 


We now come to the third general head, which is, & 
HI. To conſider the reaſons of this requeſt. _ the 


0/7) x, Cor. fits 7. C.) As xiv. ( 


"> 
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theſe are various: amongſt the many that might be 
mentioned, the following muſt ſuffice. „ 


1. The ſignal and remarkable advantages which 
have been, and are to be obtained by prayer. 


LI ___ LH * 


as iron, and the heavens as braſs. Prayer has ar- 
* reſted the ſun in his race, and made the moon 
« ſtand ſtill in her march, and reverſed the perpetual 
« decree. Prayer has fetched down angels from 
e above, and raiſed up the dead from beneath, and 


„key of heaven, the ſoul's meſſenger, the con- 
* ſumption of care, and the deviPs ſcourge.” It 


. nt Sn bg 


5 @. A. 6G 


iu 0 . „ o o o 
all the croſſes and afflictions with which miniſters are 
exerciſed, tend and conduce to their future happineſs: 


de ſo when Paul faith, there were ſome who by preaching 
s, Chriſt thought to add affiiftion to his bonds; he adds, I 
Pg know this fhall turn to my ſalvation, through your 
ed Prayers, and ſupply of the Spirit of Chriſt. (i.) Prayer 
& for others, as well as for ourſelves, often finds honey 


in the carcaſe of a lion. 


3 2. They have immortal ſouls to be ſaved or loſt, as 
is, vel as yourſelves; and though you take it for granted 
nd they have received the grace of God, which cannot 


% 


Ch.) Herve s Letters rol. I. ty 
1," Phil. I. 16, . N 19 


« What cannot (ſaith the devout Hervey) fervent 
ce and believing prayer do? It has locked up the 
“clouds and opened them again. Made the earth 


« done many wonderful works,” (.) „Prayer, 
“ ſays Dr. Sibbs, is a victor over Omnipotence, the 


is that by which holy men, in all ages, have diſcloſed 
their ſumleſs wants; ſolicited and obtained, divine 
and ſeaſonable help and ſuccour ; and to which all 
the promiſes of which the covenant of grace is com- 
poſed, and which are yea and amen in Chriſt, ſtand an- 
nexed, May I not add, it is that, by means of which 
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be loſt, yet notwithſtanding they ant loſe this in- 
eſtimable treaſure itſelf, they may loſe the key of that 
cabinet in which it is contained, ſo as not to be able 
to ſee it, or know it for their own uſe or comfort. 
Children of light often walk in darkneſs; and in 
theſe dark ſeaſons their thoughts are often exerciſed | 
in {ome ſuch way as this. An holy office, and work, 
that is materially ſo, will not ſave, or denominate a 
perfor: in a ſtate of ſalvation, who is unholy, 
Many affiſted in building the ark, who were drowned 
in the flood, Judas, the firſt that we read of who 
was promoted to a biſhoprick in the chriſtian church, 
ſold his conſcience, him whom he called Maſter and 
his ſoul: he fell from his biſhoprick, and went to 
his own place; that is, to hell, and, no doubt, to one 
of the loweſt cells thereof. They remember, that 
there are ſome of 'whom Chriſt hath ſpoken, who 
will ſay at the laſt day, Have we not prophefied in thy 
name, end in thy name caſt ont devils, and done many won- 
derſul works ? whom Chriſt will profeſs he never knew. (k) 
and that the great apoſtle of the Gentiles ſaid, Leaf 
after I have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be « 
caſt-away.' (I.) And alſo ſuch ideas as are couched 
under the ſimilitudes which godly men have made uſe 
of, are not unaccuſtomed to their minds. A man 
may open a gate for another, and ſhut it againſt Hin- 
ſelf: a whetſtone may ſharpen ober inſtruments, and 
remain blunt zſe}f: a ſtone gutter may convey water 
into a garden, to .fru#ify that, and be barren ſelf : a 
burning glaſs may ſet «her things on fire, and he cold 
itſelf.“ O, faith the Miniſter, at times, theſe conſi- 
derations, and others of a ſimilar nature, make me 
ſhudder ! dreadful thought !. to preach little but 
grace, and feel nothing but wrath! © Shocking! (to 
e uſe GarnalPs words) to fall into hell from under 
< the pulpit, but much more fo, to fall in from out 


| 6e. of 


(I.) Matt. vii. 22, 23. 0.) 1 Cor. ix. 27. 


good man ought to love) ſay, that in the former part 


of his time, when he was troubled with doubts and 


fears, his body being weak, he thought be ſhould 
preach himſelf into hell, Therefore pray, ye humble 


ſuppliants, that your miniſters may not only have 
the grace of God, but have the knowledge and comfort 
of it. You may be of ſignal ſervice to them in this 


reſpect. 


3. Their work is great and difficult. Each one whom 
_ Chriſt hath counted faithful, and put into the mi- 


niſtry, may with the greateit propriety adopt the 
words of Nehemiah, by ſaying, I am doing à great 
work. (m.) It is a work for which no man 7s fit, 
and for which no man who' was emploved by Chriſt 


himſelf, (when maturely conlidering the caſe) ever 


thought himſelf fit. The ſubjects which they are 


called to ſtudy, and to ſpeak of, are great: one of 


which is a Being that God never made, that is, 
himſelf : they are called to ſtudy his nature, his de- 


crees, his works, his providence, his word; all of 
which are replete with wonders. And they are called to 


ſpeak to men about their greateſt concerns, about their 
eternal affairs; the importance of which, exceed the 
importance of the greateſt worldly concern, more 
than the loudeſt clap of thunder exceeds a whiſper; 
and, than the whole ocean of water exceeds a ſingle 
drop. And what renders this work additionally 
difficult, is, we are called to ſpeak to them who per- 


haps will not thank us for our meſſage, but rather 
deſpiſe and perſecute us for it. We are under a kind 
of neceſſity, to excite in our hearers à ſpirit of re- 


ſentment, either againſt their ins, or our/elves : but 
| N . moſtly. 


(n.) Nehemiah vi. 3. 
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« of tne pulpit !”? and no doubt many that are now 
in heaven, have had theſe diſtreſſing fears. I have 
heard the dear Mr. Whitefield (whoſe memory every 
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Work difficult. Brethren pray for us | 


moſtly, we fear, it is againſt ourſelves, And this word 
preached by us, mult and will have its effect. It. 
will either be @ ſavour of life unto life, or of death unto: 
death: and to preach ſouls blind, deaf, dead; and: 
damned, is truly the hᷣurden of the word of the Lord! 


They are alſo, ſometimes, called to viſit dying 
beds; and to know how to manage ſuch viſits with. 
propriety and uſefulneſs, is a branch of knowledge 


not to be acquired in the ſchools. An emaciated 


body, a pale countenance, death ſweats, and mourn- 


ing relations, call aloud for tenderneſs and compaſ- 
ſion ; but fidelity towards, and love for the ſoul, call 


louder, and demand ſomething different. Theſe are 
only ſome few things of the many that render their 


4. 7 bey have many enemies. 
Satan is the foe of every man, but af ſaints more 


than of other men; and of miniſters, whoſe deſign 
and endeavour it is, to pull down his kingdom, more 
than of common ſaints, They are ſtandard. bearers in 
Emanuel's army, and if by artifice, or violence, hey 
can be induced or forced to act out of character, Satan 
has accompliſhed a complicated deſign. The world 

are their enemies; ibe men of the world, as the 
Pſalmiſt calls them, (u.) or of time; whole regards 
are confined to this world chiefly; whoſe proſpects 
and wiſhes are terminated by the world; who walk 
according to the courſe of it, and are governed by 


the prince of it. Theſe diſcover their hatred to 
Chriſt's ſervants, not as men, but on account of the 


| cauſe in which they are embarked. vr. atſon ex- 


preſſeth himſelf on this ſubject to the following pur- 
poſe: ** A man is no ſooner a miniſter of Chriſt, 


than he is a piece of a martyr;” And would to 
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(.) Pſalm xvij. 14. 
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God that the oppoſition-which Chriſt's ſeryants meet 
with, was to proceed from the 1 world, or 
from the lower claſs of people only; but we find the 
reverſe is true. It Nebemiab will bog the walls of 
Jeruſalem, Sanballat will oppoſe him. If Eljah 1s 
jealous for the name of the Lord God of Iſrael, 
Abab's four hundred chaplains will rife up againſt 
him. If Feremiab utters the word of the Lord i 
and fully, Paſbur the Prieſt will put him in the 
ſtocks; and Hananiab will gainſay him. If Amos is 


to deſiſt. Simon Magus will oppoſe Simon Peter. Paul 
will be in perils from falſe brethren, Arius will dif- 
quiet Atbanaſus. A whole tribe of Popiſh Priefts will 
riſe againſt Zuther and Calvin, who eſſayed, and not 
without ſucceſs, a glorious reformation. So it hag 
been in later ages; ſo it is, and ſo we have reaſon ta 
ſuppoſe it will be, namely, he that is born after be 
fleſh, will perſecute him that is born after the Spirit, 
Some indeed have attempted to make religion znof- 
fenſive to carnal men, but they have always made it 
unchriſtian firſt, The more eminently zealous a man 
is for God, the more will he be traduced, not only _ 
by the prophane world, but by ſome others, whoſe 
character and office requires diligence and activity 
in themſelves: Some ſuch have railed in their own 
defence, againſt thoſe whoſe lives have been a ſcan- 
dal to them. Biſhop Hall ſays, When the moon 
* ſets, the curs do not bark; but it is her ſhining that 


called 6 propheſy at Bethel, Amaziab will adviſe him 


opens their mouths,” And a good man ance ſaid, 


* he much queſtioned his own faithfulneſs in deli. 
* vering that ſermon, in which he did not get the 
M hatred of ſome wicked men.” I am proud, ſaid 


% Luther) that I have an ill name among wicked 
men.“ © T bleſs God (ſaith Ferom) that I am 
* worthy of the world's hatred.” And certainly, 
they who can preach and live, ſo as not to give of- 
tence to the world, muſt be wiſer than Chriſt and his 
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SERMON” > 


apoſtles were. All faithful ,miniſters muſt expect 
their ſhare of contempt and perſecution, ' And I 
hope and truſt, our dear young brother will be ena- 
bled to act ſuck a part, as to procure himſelf a large 
ſhare. Therefore pray for us, and for him, that 
none of theſe things may move us; that each of us, 
and all Chriſt's miniſters, may ſay, i 


Sure I muſt fight, if T would reign; 
Encreaſe my courage, Lord; 

T'11 bear the toil, endure the pain, SE 
Supported by thy word. WATTS. 


"8 Becauſe they are men of like paſſions with yourſfelve. 


Some perſons, like the people at Iyſtra, are apt to 
call Chriſt's miniſters by the names of Jupiter and 
Mercurius: (o.) ſo they run from an extreme of vi- 
lifying to that of almoſt deifying. This is the caſe 
with ſome good warm-hearted Chriſtians, who are 


ready to think, {eſpecially if they have received any 
benefit from their miniſtrations) that theſe men are 


like pieces of immortality dropped down from hea- 
ven, and in an holy frame tending thither again. Of 
this complexion were the people, who many hundred 


years ago called Chryſoſtom an heavenly man, and an 


earthly angel. But this is a grand miſtake; and a 


little more knowledge will rob Chriſtians of theſe 


exalted ideas of their miniſters. They ate. born, my 
brethren, to conflicts; they ſtruggle hard, as your- 
ſelves, with pride, envy, malice, hypocriſy, unbelief, 
and many other abominations. They feel their hearts 
as hard as ſteel; as motionleſs towards God as rocks. 
They have not a devout thought at command, and 
are obliged at times to aſcend the pulpit, to diſcourſe 


upon the things of God, of heaven, and hell, and 


fear that there is no perſon leſs affected with theſe 
| - matters 


(o.) Acts xiv. 12. 


at Sir Harry Trelawny's Ordintion: BY 
matters than themſelves. And perhaps the Lord 
may lead them into a more intimate knowl of 
their own hearts, than he ſometimes does others; and 
that for the ſake of others. They are in the ſame 
condemnation by nature with yourſelves: they have 
the ſame internal enemies to conflict with; the ſame 


anxious care about the iſſue of their conflicts; they 


have a peculiar care for their own particular c 
and a general concern for all the churches. For 
theſe reaſons alſo, they requeſt your prayers. f 


6. Pray for your miniſters, for your own ſakes. - | 


If you would receive any ſpiritual bleſſing by our 
inftrumentality : if you would be further enlightened; 
ſee more of a well ordered covenant ; be more cap- 
tivated with the glories of Emanuel's perſon, right. 
teouſneſs, and fullneſs; if you would experience 
greater diſtance from the preſent world, and a grow- 
ing intimacy with the future; in a word, if you 
would, be filled with the fullneſs of God; direct your 
hearts to him who ſitteth between the cherubims; for 
we can only deſcribe the bleſſing, and that imperfe#ly ; 
Chriſt can command it, and that moſt abundantly. They 
are our beſt friends, and their own too, who pray moſt _ 
for us, and themſelves. | 1 8 


Uſe 1. If Paul ſaw ſo great a propriety in, and ne- 
ceſſity for, the prayers of the people, how much 
greater need have we of them? | 


2. We are hereby taught, that ſo far as we are 
careleſs upon this head, ſo far we have loſt a primitive 


ſpirit, and want conformity to primitive patterns. 


3. They are likely to be the moſt uſeful miniſters, 
whoſe people ſtrive together with them, in their prayers 
to Cod for them, 


| 4: Give 


4 
ry 


4. Give me leave, my dear friends, to exhort;you 
to look to the throne of grace for your own reſpeCtive 


miniſters; and when you are thus engaged, ſpeak in 


favour of others, even of miniſters of every denoming- 
tion, who preach Chriſt with a pure heart fervently. 


And now my fathers and brethren, you are called 
2 to pray, and let us all exhort our reſpective 
charges, to pray for our dear and honoured young 
brother; that he may be kept, by the ſame power 
by which he has been called, from the countleſs 
ſnares and dangers to which he is expoſed ; that he 
may be a burning and ſhining light in his day and 
generation; that he may be a ſpiritual father to a 
fiumerous offspring; that he may wear away a robuſt 

and healthful ration in that ſervice in which 

the angels of God would think themſelves honoured 

to be employed : and then, to uſe the words of a good 
poet, with ſome little variation, 


Then round his death-bed ev'ry friend ſhall rung 
And joy him of his conqueſts early won. | 
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Reverend and dear Sir, i 

T is uſual upon theſe occaſions, after perſons have 

been ſolemnly ſet apart to the full exerciſe of the 

miniſterial and paſtoral office, as you have juſt now 

been, to have/ a few things ſaid to them, reſpecting 
their future deportment in ſuch ſacred connections. 


I have indeed felt, and cannot, but now afreſh 
feel, ſome very painful emotions, at the thought of 
my appearing here for this purpoſe, (the work being 
intirely new to me) eſpecially after ſo "ry ſhort a2 
notice. But one diſappointment having ſucceeded 
another, to the gricf of thoſe who were firſt applied 
to, for this part of the work of this memorable day; 
you know, ' Sir, from the repreſentation of the caſe 
at laſt made to me, circumſtances, under providence, 
ſeemed to neceſſitate my compliance with your ſo 
urgent requeſt, I will therefore now, in full confi- 
dence of your candor, and of having every ſuitable 
allowance from my auditory at large, endeavour, 
chearfully, to addreſs myſelf to the preſent ſervice. - 
And herein, may-the almighty and compaſſionate 
Jehovah, condeſcend graciquſly to aſſiſt and ſucceed | 


| K F555 
In the afternoon of Thurſday, April 274 | 
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your attention to choſe very " firiking — 7 Paul 
to his ſon Timothy, in 


1 TIMOTHY, iv, 16. 
Take heed. to and 1 dofr 
75 A uf ti 1 % bt "Bok 


in them; far” in 
and them bat hear thee. 


Without -detaining you . 4 
tion, I will immediately proceed to what 1 intend 
from the paſſage. And this You nan e the two 
en heads. 3 55K 
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"Firſt. I propoſe to point out ee & 
duty incumbent upon miniſters fo) "ihe g hen as we 


| ſuggeſted; Which 1s. two. fold. 5 3 


Secondly, To fay Rubia" by ty" 6. encou- 
ragement to you, in an attendance to this important 
duty; 3 very. ſtriking particular to which Aae 
we meet With in che concluſion of my text. 1 


21 


- Pirſt, 'As to the duties Melimbent upon mile 
br the goſpel; and which, therefore, we wiſh you to 
conſider yourſelf excited ro, by an inſpired. apoſtle 
in the words before us. And theſe, you Tel ar 
two.—1. To take heed unto yourſelf and—2.' unto 
your dH ne. The continuing in them, being but a 
Feen Property of your W l to boch. 9 


J. The firſt part of duty chenjeallig for attention 
| By! to take heed. unto yourfelf. : ae: eee 


J iner 5 
li muſt lie, 0 um God) hs foundation for 
All the reſt. For if uu ſelf is neglected, it cannot, 
realonably be expected chat other things will be 1 88 


perly attended. a 
And 
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And es 1 ha you, Sir, which we truſt 1 
really the caſe, as a partäker of the grace of God; 
and as endued hy God oy a happy meafure) for thi 
facred work of the mini while actually inveſte 


with its Office. Still, Furrhet heed will be neceſſary 
with Fin ah to N in bock theſe e 


— 


5 * 


1 ied not gay, that my Actin,” in 'w ar follows; 


is only to ſtir you ap to holy diligerice and activity 


in the uſe of appointed means, with an humble de- 
pendance upon the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift And 
to work all your works in you and for you. 
therefore our firſt and. grand direction is, Be pi 

the grace that is in Chriſt Feſus. (a.) Renteihber 
practically, that from God comes every good, and may 
Perfect gift. (b.) Wherefore, at all times, be muc 
concerned to have your eyes up to him, in the 155 
cious new. covenant diſcoveries he makes of himſelf, 
through Jeſus his Son, even for all which it ſhould 
be your concern to be and to do, both as a Chriſtian, 
and a goſpel miniſter. Ems 


- 1 * 
1 


In chis way, theg, be ent. dear Sir, 17 


1. To take heed to your ee 25 55 in regar 

to the. evidence and peo: .. 38 5 | 
"An irreligions miniſter i is a moſt gear and a moſt 

awful character indeed! To be preachers to others bore, 


and caſt-aways hereafter I (c.) Oh! how dreadful ! It 


is therefore of the utmoſt importance that we, as 
miniſters, be perſonally religious. So is it of great 
moment to have fatisfactory evidence of the deals of 


our religion; and that great care be daily exerciſed, 


about the maintenance and promotion of its life and 
8 | . __ will much N 3 our beſt pre- 
UDT e. 3 
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68 7 be Exhortation to Sir Harry Trelawny 
paration for the employment of ourſelves to advan? 
tage in the work of the miniſtry, together with the 
peace and comfort of our own ſouls while ſo em- 


ployed. Be daily ſolicitous then, to keep up ſome 


Clear evidence (as God may indulge) of your rege- 


neration by the ſpirit, faith in Chriſt, love to God, 


8c. ; or of your perſonal religion. This will have 
great influence upon the ſatisfaction and pleaſure of 
your own mind, in ſpeaking of the things of God, 

articularly of the privileges of the true believer in 
* For, how happy to do this, under ſome well- 
grounded perſuaſion, that they are things in which 


pe poſſeſs a bliſsful bare! 


And, as connected herewith, and I may ſay, in 
general, in order hereto, be much concerned alſo 
about the maintenance and increaſe of the power of 


religion in your own ſoul. That you retain much 


of an impreſſive ſenſe of the great things of God; 
of the inconceivable worth of ſouls—the inexpreſſible 
importance of eternity—the infinitely adorable ex- 
cellencies of God—the preciouſneſs of Chriſt—the 
wonders of his redemption, atonement, righteouſneſs, 
and interceſſion—the various bleſſings enjoyed in 
connection with a real faith—together with numerous 


other alike intereſting, and vaſtly momentous parti- 


culars. And that you may experience much of thoſe 


godly exerciſes of ſoul, which correſpond with them. 


And for this purpoſe, while you profeſs conſtantly 
to be looking fer grace, from Chriſt your head, 'be 
much in prayer and ſelf converſe, in attending to the 
ſacred ſcriptures, and the uſe of other ſimilar means ; 
with an eye eſpecially, to your own edification as a 
Chriſtian to the promoting a ſpirit of genuine piety, 


faith, love, repentance, and new obedience : guarding, | 


at the ſame time, with the utmoſt care, againſt every 


thing which is connected with your purſuits, as 2 


(chores 
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ſcholar, or a ſtudent of Divinity, that might any way 


interrupt what is of the above nature, abate the ſ#- 


vour of your ſpirit for the precious things of God, 


or damp the holy fervour of your ſoul in any of its 
devout exerciſes, ——Thus, take eſpecial heed to 
yourſelf in all thoſe things, which more immediately 
relate to the Lord your God. But, 


2. Take heed alſo, my dear Sir, in reference to 
your daily improvement, in all due qualifications for 
your various work, as a miniſter and paſtor. 


We ſhould endeavour after an increaſe of our ſtock. 
of every kind of uſeful knowledge, particularly of 
that, which has a more immediate connection with 
our ſacred work and. office. More eſpecially ſhould 
great pains be taken, further to digeſt the various 
important truths of God's word; and in reference ta 
what in our public miniſtrations, we bring before the 
people as the food of rheir ſouls. 5 | 


If theſe things are properly regarded, it will re- 
quire no ſmall care and diligence. And, Sir, where 
perſons are bleſſed with ſuperior natural abilities, 


and readineſs for every good word and work, fo that 


they can do with little trouble and time, what 
would coſt ſome a conſiderable portion of both; ſtill, 
even in their caſes, the obligation to diligence is by 
no means leſſened; but great labor and pains are 

called for, .at their hands, by the great Lord, who 

diſtributes men's ſeveral talents; becauſe where much 
is given, of them is much required, (d.) and moſt juſtly 
expected, as the proper proof of fidelity. | 


Be watchful againſt whatever would roh you of 
your time; or interrupt manly, chriſtian and mini- 
rial purſuits, by an attention to the various w__ 

; | / : 
r ; | .**: 85 


(4. Luke xii, 4. 


nt 
Ma 


utmoſt care and pains ? 


Wich this in your view, contemplate and pray over 
greatly, thoſe. parts of ſcripture, which relate more 


70 De Erboriation to Sr Harty Trelawny = 
FF. ³;n ß mw ans att 
neſs of the fudy. Endeavour well to proportion ur 


time, and labours of various kinds. And let a thoſe 
attention to M ee ITS by Private 


ſtudy, be in general a part of every day's work. 


And conſider” it to be ſo important a: part, as not 
eaſily, at any time, to be diverted from it, 


. 4 
we 6 „„ „ 


Eſpecially uſe great care as to your preparations for 
the religious benefit of thoſe who attend your public 
miniſtrations. Some of them will, with ſacred ap- 
petite, be looking up to you, as an inſtrument, for 


that food which is convenient for them: though 


many more of your hearers; it may be feared, will be 
perſons of a very different taſte. In reſpect to all 


of them, tis very plain, however, they ought not to 


be ſerved with what coſt us nought: much leſs ſhould 


we thus treat the adorable glorious Jehovah, By. no 
mcans therefore, in general, enter the pulpit, but in 


conſequence of due preparation. Remembering the 
concerns of men's ſouls, and the things of God and 
eternity, are ſuch, that we cannot ſpeak of them with 
too much care. And here far ſhort, alas] do we 


come of what the ſubject requires, even after our 


Wherefore, give attendance to reading, as well as 
& . | : * $ 

to exhortation and doctrine : neglect not the gift that 
is in thee : meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly 
zo them, that thy profiting may appear unto ail. (e.) But, 


, 3. Take heed as to your ſpirit and conduft at barge, 
That theſe be as become the goſpel, (f.) and your 


on very ſacred character, not merely as a profeſſor, 


but u-ypralcheviof it. 


* 


directly 


(e.) 1 Tim. iv. 18. 1 (f.) Phil. . %% 


er 


5 — 2 K _ © 


cc, 0.00%. 


% = DSS 3 at his Ordination;... 2 * i 2 ” 


dire to, what is a right temper and 1 to tg 


ever -bleffed God, as made known to us. chr gugh the 
Redeemer to thoſe who; are the real children of 
God, as well as to others together with that ſelf- 
government, Which we ſhould. be deſirous daily te 
exerciſe, And let it be your conſtant and unwearied 
care, to eo y. theſe. ings into your heart, and to 
exemplify boi in the ſeveral parts of your condu&, 
This will greatly tend to recommend the good ways 
of God to others : and moſt happily to enforce by 
your example, what you engleavour: Forinfluence. men 
to by e 4 N ie 94 e 
| 775 7 tf; e HOY 5 0 . ROT 
„ee let 1 enge thy. youth. but B thou 
an example: ef - the belieuens in word, in conver ſation, 188 . 
charity, in ſpirit, in faith, and purity, (g.) I only = 
one thing mores under this firſt part of duty, viz. 


4. Take heed to yourſelf, in regard to your prin- 
op of action, your motives and views, in every thing 
in which you engage, in 2 N concerns of religion and 
the chriſtian mini. e kw B10 2 

This, Sir, you Know, Mut be a matter "if very 
great importance, in the eye of that God, who 
judgeth not by out ward appearances, but penetrates 
all hearts: not ſeeing as man ſeeth; and ſo, ever paſſeth 
righteous judgment. Upon this 2 b. 


much of che goodneſs. of 205 N 9h, condut. 


study and labour tliew; that, in all theſe ſacred 
concerns, you be influenced by ſuitable regards to 
the eternally glorious God, in the commanding, 
engaging, animating views, wherein he has ex- 
hibited himſelf to us in the face of Jeſus; even as 
our N Maſter, ſovereign LY covenant "oe i 


C. Tin. Th 12. 
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Action: and ſo the ſeveral parts of your conduct, in 


No, my dear Sir, if you are enabled to take 
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God, affectionate Friend, and tender Father. That 


your aim may be as ſingle as poſſible, at his glory; 
conſtrained and animated by the various motives of 


the goſpel: and, in ſubordination thereto, that you 
_ much in your view, the great ends in reference 
to the ſpiritual and everlaſting intereſts of the ſouls 
of men, which ſhould be propoſed by every one who. 
engages in the ſolemn and arduous, but noble employ 
of a goſpel miniſter. The more this is the caſe, the 
more will a dignity be enſtamped upon your every 


meaſure be rendered the matter of rejoicing to you 
now, afford you the trueſt ſatisfaction in ſolemn mo- 
ments of reflection during life, in the near * 
of death, and even when you make your final ap- 

rance before God's tribunal, to give an account of 


A as i. 4 


. 


your Rewardſbip. 8 Hee” 


heed unto yourfelf in theſe ſeveral ways, it will have. 
a great tendency to forward your appearing with 5 


advantage in other reſpects. For when things go 


well with a man's own ſoul, and in the*cloſet ; when 1 


there is a diligence in the fudy, a concern to inſpect G 


his principles, motives and ends, and to have his whole BW ; 
temper and conduct, as much as may be, regulated by Ml 4 
the oracles of truth; there is the greateſt reaſon to he 
hope he will appear to conſiderable advantage, in the et 
ſeveral other parts of his work. That this will, 22 
under the grace of his God, where his whole depend- i tr 
ance centres, happily introduce him to the various aj 
parts of miniſterial ſervice, to which at any time he Ml tic 
may be called, And that, in them, he will evince, an 
to ſome good purpoſe, that he has taken good heed 
to himſelf, and therewith to theſe important matters | 
alſo. But this leads me to requeſt further, your kind wh 
and affectionate regards, to a few thoughts upon the ¶ if 


other leading particular under this head; which is, 


Il. That 


.._ S 75 
n. That you take heed unto yout 4 
And when I have diſcourſed ſumewhat upon mig 


ive me leave to * thought or 5 upon N 
2 views of 7 ur "work, 6 


70 take heed unto your deftrine is, you e. the 
next grand part of apoſtolic advice or command. 
Which feems. immedigeely to relate to the buſineſs 
of ſacred inſtruction, in whatever way a d. To 
what we ſhould teach; ſo alſo to the n, of doing . 
1 it. Perſons in general are elſewhere taught, to take 

= heed how, and what they hear. So here miniſters. 
ry are exhorted to take heed what, and how, they teach. 


: Would you then, dear Sir, comply with a in- 
junction. | 


bo 


r ER 


in 1. Take heed chat your Joftring be e expreſſue of the 
th will of God. 


Z0 Our only ſtandard is the written word of the Lord 

en This is our only ſure guide, under the teaching of 
* God's Spirit. To the law and to the teftimouy ; if 1 
le eat not altoget ber according to the word, it is 

by —— (b.) Take good 
to Bl heed to this infallible rule. Examine well the ſa- 
he i cred contents of this book of God, comparing ſpiritual 
ill. things coitb. ſoiritual ; (i.) ſeeking much the pirit of 
truth to lead you into all truth. (k.) Take nothings 
us I allowedly, upon truſt ; nor upon a haſty view of 


he ticular expreſſions ; but n 9 the beauriful ; 
— analogy of faith. ( 10 | | 

ee 
ers Let it 1 your great . and ſtudy , that 5 
BY whatever you advance be fairly ſcriptural. Since, 


if it W is, then, Sir, 8 are ever ſafe. 7. 2 Fe 0 
a N 


66.) Igaiah viii, 20. Ct.) John xvi. 23. 
11.) 1 Cor. ii. 13. 922 ) Romans Xi, 6, 
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| ro the capacities of your ſeveral hearers. N 


** D Enbertadon . & Bur Trelowny 
word, that. God, who owns: himſelf its divinely glorig 


author, will bear you out well at laſt; who ever, N 
reſent, 53 ng fault, be offerided; cenſure; or 
demn. Wherefore," as te the matter of vour 

— we can now only in general ſay; take heed: 

that it he expreſſive of the will of God, learned from 


—_ infa Ilible diſcovery « of it | in his word. 


TH Take heed that theſe things de Poker in 4 Cy 


Becoming their important and ſacred nature, and ſuite 
are 


1 * 


20 reat care mould be uſed "ey us, to guard 8 
againſt every undue liberty, in ſpeaking of the grea 
things of religion. So alſo ſhould we conſider. = 
hearers, as of different claſſes. Our aim and endea- 
vour ſhould be, fo to diſcourſe of divine ſubjects, 
that, if poſſible, the meaneſt may underſtand, and _ 
perſons of ſuperior abilities may be edifi ed. 4 <a, 

While therefore all imaginable pains are 4 
— things within the reach of the meaneſt capacity, 
and to impreſs the-mind with them by various forms 
af ſpeech and addreſs, we ſhould, at the ſamę time, 
he very obſervant, leſt any 1 eſcape us which is 
unbecoming the dignity of our ſubjects, or the cha. 
racter in which we ever ſpeak, Aim then chat al 
may underſtand, and all Ay: gd | 


Wii 


rb mw 45 


But, as of higher importance, 


3. Take heed that your teaching be ryly bu 
and experimental. That you ſpeak every thing, as far 5 
as enabled, from the heart. For which purpoſe, 40 
attend much to your diſcourſes, as a Chriſtian, py 
vious to their delivery. By all means preach them 
firſt to yourſelf in private. And, in dependance ie 
upon divine influences, endeavour, by praying them 
over, and other, ſacred means, to o get into the Th 


ul 


* 


N bear * 


10? (ith ets, That Tow yo 
dient Fat worUt6 © 178 8 
often at Jeaft, with Co A to fay, 

taſted F the wurd of fe, ir Fre 


more efpecially m we hope, that 
_ th e divite Wide reach t th 
e OW $3293 0 . — 4 | 
| „ Take heed that your: dons beaver wich 
uniform Kali. 
ent 36d ae none SY: 


i is requirtd of: 42 ard, thot a mum und faith 


fol (n. Ii Stedfaſtiy maintain and defends whatever 


appears to you, in the light o gel 8 truth. Buyithe 
truth and ſell it not. * 2 — truub in love, (u 


contend earneſtly for the feder ta abe ſaints, (a) 


42 % f vilduthit g, p ce at agks immu ab 

" be faithful to God, and the ſose 
of menyby-reſplutely attacking fin, in it every form 
Spare gt that accuxſed thing, which the Lord hate 
And by very ampartially, inculcating every part of 
incumberit duty, according to the different characters, 
rene and circumſtanses of your, hraręrs. And 
tru ly irg tk ough, you, maꝝ be exempted, from ſomęe 
of thes difficulties; that many of your hrethren lir 
open tos yet, to act this part, in many caſes at lealt, 
will in all preachers require nd ſmall degree of re. 
ſolution and fortitude, together with an equal mea- 
ture of divine ſkill. An this ſphere: of action parti- 
cularly we need the v iſdom of. the Tone the harm- 


leſſneſs of the dove, and en 5 280, &ts 0 


than lions. „ et 1 of! 15 Ne 


kb > IT 


In all [then t. that TS to truth, a — 22 Ma 
to approve yourſelf fairhful i in your doctrine. G27 


3. Take heed that your doctrine be well adapted 
to the ſeyeral circumſtances of 'your heaters, in a re- 


ligious view, | | Conſider 
FO L 3 : | 
Cu,) 1 Cor, iy. 2. 5 h. . 
0) N. . 255 | '63 Tre de * oy" 


— — Ä — — 
WES - 


Tn A ne re EEE 9 — — ä „FEC . . — — — — > be rar et et Ione — — p 
. — 5 — C DIET ne Sm OE ETC TAL IE CE Zinn —— — — —— ——. IRE —.. . ß —— — . ̃ — — ß —— ICC — — 6 — 
3 ra * == en = x IASC — 5 2 — . — Re e == — — — => — LS. = — — — — — 2 — = — == * 2 — r ——— — — = 

* © TE = IF? 5 ee Tf © = Ts, f = = ry EEE — Xx ES . . — —ę—„— ＋ 2 1 — — —— — r= — — — 8 D —— — — — 
— 2 2 . 2 — —, ] ] . IE ITT YR TED IT EVI — — * — : =: a — — We — nr nemo —— — = — ä — 
5 T = TC 2 . r * . ———— — K — ... ̃ ——̃ͤ ogg — P os On — — — ITE IIS, ; 2 4 — T 
= * * - * - N . N — = — — . — DH — —_— > 2 EIT. — = - — I — — — — — — — — — . BD 72 —= — * 
Et I m * 0 YE — * — — — — : > —ͤ— — = =o ———— — —— ——ů— — — — — — — - — 2 — 
— — — — * ” = ——— . 
, — — — — — — 2 5 — — - 1 4 
. 1 % 7 * 


— =P. 
FF 5p 


- — ory: hn: 
22 hs n 
* 5 « — 


* The Eu . ade 


1 4. 
* 
E 


Your ambition Gould be, that every one may » how 
E partion of ment in due feafon. ) So likewiſe, . 275 you 
mould learn there is any generally prevailing bias, in 
your people, to any miſtaken apprehenſions, or abuſes 
pf any part of divine truth : be {ure to level the ut. 

moſt force of &oine arguments againſt theſe 
in particular. In the Wn caſe, faithfully give the 
check; in the latter adminiſter, with a wiſe 
and fairhfy) hand; the neceſſary antidote; oy ame 
that good and wholeſome 20d to ſome, by mean 
their depraved habit, becomes de as Poiſon. 


6. Take heed,- in h courſe * your ped 
40 to explain and enforce Sign 
#nfrutions. To preach the whole of E. preace re 
Ce hid, zen (r.) e to 2 abe a 
5 of God. 0 þ 2 


- Fake the hes work of God Fr your wel; thro 0 
the whole — of your miniſtry. Some ſubjei 
indeed are of greater importance than others, 
mould have a e ſhare in your public 
attention. Buc let all, in x0! oy mu 'ways, be regarded. 
For, all ſcripture is profitab or doerine, for 177 
for correction, and for i ne in righteouſueſs, that 
man f God may be. perfetted, * r e 
: far * work, (. = a A 1 


& 


uke Xu, { 53 A2. xx. Wes 1 
E uE 7, Tim. in. x l | 


ly 
0 
[9 
2 
I; 
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ceived, as it teatheth to deny all unngodline/s aud worluly 
 tufes, and to live ſobetly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre. 


by wearing it willingly. (v.) And hereby 


A 7 
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- 'Be careful to ſer before men their deplorable ſitua- 
tion by fin; as fallen creatures, and. actual trans- 


greſſorꝭ ; to ſtrip them of all ſelf-righteous;conceits 


to exhibit to them the divine freeneſs and fullneſs of 


the ſalvation there is in Jeſus; together with his per- 


ſonal glories as our Emanuel, God-man; his com- 
paſſionate regards for all who come to him; the need 
of the power of his Spirit and grace, to enable them 
to believe and turn unto God; together with the in- 
valuable privileges of the true believer ia Jeſus, ſuch 


as a free and full juſtification through his righteouſ- 
reſs, warranting the eonfident hope of the enjoyment, 
eventually, of eternal life. ee. 


Still be exceedingly careful, while you diſplay the 
riches of God's free grace, that you well repreſent 
the ſacred influence this grace has, where truly re- 


ſent evil world. (u.) 


Frequently, therefore, enter upon pretty diſtin 
and full "repreſentations of the ſeveral parts of the _ 
chriſtian temper : endeavouring alſo ſomewhat , mi- 
nuteſy and fully, to enforte the ſame:———PFor you 
will find, Sir, I fear, among other effects of man's 
depravity, a diſpoſition in ſome, to ſeem pleaſed with 


the glad ridings of the goſpel, and to Hear much of 


free grace eines; and they'll talk high of chriſtian 


experience, and goſpel" privileges: but, by a Night in- 


ſpection of their tempers and conduct, 'tis ſoon 


| learned, there is great reaſon to fear, they will by 


no means take the yoke of Chriſt upon them, or yield to 
the burden of his commandments ; though by ſub- 
mitting, tbe burden would become light, and ihe Fry eaſy, 
ſuch per- 

dons 


tx.) Ti. ii. 11, 12. Cp.) Matt, xi. 29, 30.1 John v. 3. 
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Part of our miniftrations/42 470 900t 97 


little knowledge of mankind will 


y8 The Exhortation to Sir Harty Trelawny 


ſons give affecting evidence againſt theinſdlves; that 
all the above is mere pretence, or at beſt but ſelf 


deception. Now, if we do net much endeavour,” by 


the proper uſe of the ſword of the ſpirit, (which i 
the word of God) to guard well the tree of life, while 
the condition of ſuch. may, through our neglect, be 
inexpreſſibly awful in a future world; the account 
to be given by us muſt be very ſad alſꝙGe. 
| e JAP TED POV O16 11117 DOOR TYP TH 
And here, many very unſuitable things are fre- 
quently to be noticed in the lives of many, of whom 
we cannot but hope well in the main, which perhaps 
might, under the divine bleſſingꝗ be prevented or re- 
moved, were we, as miniſters, more faithful ih this 
e 
THY 0C0Y RY een 55:1 00 10 E11 


= 


Endeavour then to give the whole of ſcripture in- 


Me (6 "ON 6 | 


ſtructions, precepts, promiſes, and threatnings,” their 


proper ſhare-in the word of "truth, 0 


{ * * 
7. Take heed alſo your doctrine be del 
5 T3" 1 " 397 4 44 P a £4 | 


2 ivered with 
wiſdom. | | 


3 S8 of COTE TI $5 povinnte 5; 1 Mi) * 
Whenever you have occaſion to level cenſures 
from the pulpit, let it be at hings and not at men. 
Eſpecially . be very cautious how you thus attack 


| whole religious communities. A preacher may, by 
uch means, ſoon bring upon himſelf great diſguſt, 


hatred, and prejudice, from thoſe Who are indiſcri- 

minately cenſured, and thus more than awful 

fruſtrate his own deſign; while, thereby, he can ſel- 

dom, if ever, reaſonably expect iq do any good. A 
e 


rve, I preſume, 1 
eſtabliſh the propriety of this NS bs 1 5 


is 8 'F | e 

Thus, you are faithfully to warn the wicked; ſtil 
to be very cautious: how you venture to determine 
the ſtate of individuals, unleſs where the word goes 


Plaiply before you. As it may not be eaſy, if ole 


"Ir 0 (@'o &% Arne 


2 2 8 1 . 


ſible for me; for you, Sir, or for any man, to deter- | 


4 
5 | 5 
. „ 
te MES 1 | be at ; Bi: , 
$4, My t os. & 4 89 - 


mine how much miſtake, folly, and ſin may, in ſome, 


conſiſt with the poſſeſſion of real grace, and the en- 
joy ment of the divine favuuur . 
ef en, w,, 375% 108 | 
As to errors in religion, take heed that you deal 
* 8 Ty . "= p i Wm 
with them in wiſdom, according to their ſeveral kinds. 
Some may be dęſtructive, others only injurious, or pre- 
ventive' of the further good, uſefulneſs, and comfort, 


of the perſon who unhappily holds them. Regard. 


therefore ſhould be had, to ſuch diſtinctions as theſe, 
in your animadverſions upon theſe matters. 


F 73-445 „„ 


And while you are concerned to warn men, and 
fairhfully to point out the danger, or even the de- 
ſtructive nature of the road, beware of affixing de- 

ive to every by- path: or, becauſe men are con- 
ſiderably remote from what we wiſh them to be, of: 


raſhly concluding they are abſolutely afar from God. 


For in theſe circumſtances our hearers will too juſtly 
Tay, the charge proves too much, the concluſions are 
what the premiſes will by no means warrant. * And 
thus the well deſigned cenſure or warning, fails of 
5 cehreg effect it nothing worſe enſues, which often 
oth. YN 3 5 


And therefore, I add, while you are deſirous to 


alarm, and in other ways engage the paſſions on the 
fide of religion, let this be accompanied with proper 


appeals to your hearers underftandings. Addreſs. 


yourſelf, with great care, to the judgments of men, 
and thereby appeal to their conſciences. Lay before 
them the plaineſt evidence for what you advance. 
Attack the heart with your utmoſt force of ſcriptural 
arguments, not omitting ſometimes thoſe derived 
from reaſon. - Endeavour to convince men that you 
”"_ from conviction, and from a ſacred affection 
or them ; and ſo, by kind and pathetic addreſſes, 
ha : "oy | Inter- 


% 


8 The Exhortion to Sir Harry Trelawny 

intermih Hing what 3 actuate fear, aim to turm 
rranigrefſors from t of error and finy 10 
amend what remains . in the righteous, and in- 
fluence them to hatever is well pleaſing to God. 


I cannot but think human nature is ſo formed, that 
we all like this kind of treatment beſt for ourſelves, 


in regard to things civil or ſacred. That there is | 
ſomething in every man, which tells us, this is the 
method by which there would be the greateſt pro- 
bability of doin ng us good, in any ſuppoſed. caſe : 
wherein we needed amendment or improvement I i 
ſo, it ſurely. ſhould be adopted in our attempts to : 
romote the everlaſting intereſts of men. Andhere. , 
in, methinks, Jeſus and all inſpired nn have fer . 
us "yp eminent A 8 p 
In fuch methods, aim to 0 preac the wad with alt i 
wiſdom. 2 * 1 
But once more, = * 
; 8. Take heed that your doctrine be —_— , 
with a anche: concern about its ſucceſs, ; 9 
Lai it be your hearts de fire, and prcyer to Cad. that N 
your hearers may obtain ſalvation with eternal glory. (x 4 
Travail in ſoul, until Chrift is formed in them. (y.) And . 
be much concerned, that the various happy conſe- 
quences of a preached goſpel, may take Plan through fe 
your inſtrumentality. N th 
For which purpoſe follow, as well as ich ker. 5 
all your labours in the word and doctrine, with fer. le: 
vent 5 0 for 7 ſucceſs, That the word il ex 
may be the ſavour of life unto life: ( z. ] and the noble m⸗ 
A of a goſpel miniltry be abundantly anfwered. Ar 
* bus : 
0 


1 i. i + OD 8 „ Gal: bv. 19. e 
x.) Rom. x. 1.---2 Tim. 1 ii. 10. (x.) 2 Cor. ii. 16. 


„ 1 4 
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4 — : 8 a b 0 * * 8 * 


Thus take heed to your manner of : diſpenſing the 
goſpel.. And, if the above things, though very im- 
perfectly repreſented, are duly attended to, we hope 
your doctrine may be ſuch, as the Lord your God 


ſhall-approve and m . | 
As to other parts of your work, fake heed! tha 
you attend them, in à like humble, ſerious, 8 
and prayerful manner. You know, Sir, there 1 
much: to be dbne Hy us, as miniſters, in more private 
ways, beſides what is called for in the pulpit and 
ſtudy ; eſpecially by you, where you have the more 
immediate overſight, in that religious ſociety, the | 
charge of which you have now ſo ſolemnly taken 
taken upon you in the preſence of God, and of this 
numerous aſſembly. Therefore, viſit the ſick; in- 
ſtruct the riſing generation; attend to the ſpiritual 
| caſes which may-peculiarly need your help; admi- 
: niſter every divine ordinance; and be watchful 

all your. viſits and interviews with your people, be 

much in character. Cool? 46,288 
. And thus by a regular, uniform, active, and zes 
N lous attention to every part of miniſterial and paſtoral 
3 duty, ſtudy to approve yourſelf an able minifter-af -the 
b New Teſtament; (a. ha wortman that-needeth nos to ur 
5 4band, rightly dividing the ward: of truth ; (ö.) and 
er after God's own. heart, ha: ſhell feed the flock 
N 


1 * err „a | — 
5 eee * ö "Fs . 
* 7 ** * » 44 647 4. 7 45 87 of 4 I 
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with knowledge and underſtanding, (c.) go in and out 

out before the people, in the name, ſtrength, and 

fear of the Tod, and break the read of UR br 
N Ben tho 1 Copa Month ee 
| . l „ „ „ we 21. 
$ But there is another part of your Work, which 1 
— learn you mean to ſuperadd to the above in a way 
exceeding what is more commonly done, which it 
may not be amiſs to ſabjoin a thought or two upon. | 
And that is, your ſometimes leaving pour gun 
(8:). 3, Cor. iii, 6 (b,) 2 Tim. ii. 15. (e.) Jer. ith 1 


d 1 — 
1 71 ine 4 


a 


t 


Fi 


— We * r N rr "—_— #0 7 * _ * 2 . — — xy — 2 2 . — — — — — — ——-— 3 — RP er 
S . T = xe 0 [CS — <4 i Ss 2 — — = — 2 — — — — = — —— — = — —— TEE — K. = - 2 
. tn BE ne PT "272. IE — == = — b - = _ — — — —— = — —— ̃ͤ ——— — — —ßͤ — --< — — ——. —— == : : — — tm —— 
— — — — ——— = - —— — za _ ” — — — - — r —— — 4 —ñ — — — > = x — 
? n 5 — ho = — -: — — r — - —T2=== . — _—_— — — E- — — 
4 Lo — - [ —— — — Ä—Ä— =; tx = — — —— — —— — — — — 
— 7 —_— — — — — - — — SEES SET ——— 
1 —_ — — — * — * — > —_ — — - 


— — cn 0 


9 
* © 264 : 
— 


3 . — — — ic l . _ — l a - . l 
fg LOO _—_ — 8 — 6 * 3 — — — — er DOE — — — —̃ñ en — — — hoo == — AEDST — - —— 
No N 2 — . — 7 + 7. no RE — 5 — — D ART IN 4 2 - — 2 I — * - ET mY — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
* — 3 e = — 3 e P ˙ a IE. 4 = . RE — =: > EEG: ES as Cad 7 2 MES FEES 22 "Ron I — — —— .. — — 2 - —.— — — — — I — 
K ä a — as et ts OS — . ET OD: 5-9 ͤ;” t“! ę EIT ER, —— — — ” . .... — WI —— —_ —.— = — — = — 2 ——. 2 
z Nur * I CE oe en EBT WO * == Ge: ——— "1 Era A 2 re — Ig 25 SO 22 —=_ EE — - — — OD An — — TS —— — = — — — 2 = — = === 2 — = hs or DOES Long — 
ace. _ — —ůů — —ůů—Klnʃ - * => 2 - - > — = — — = 2 — 


LH 


HE 
bd, 

ut ' 
TY 
nts 3 
* Ld 1 
. 
[i 

_/ 


| accompany you, and by his attendant beams (the 


the noiſe | is already faithfully n In Te 


peculiar manner, to take heed to yourſelf, in tte 
manner of your preaching, and every part of your 
conduct, in relation to e yu” yoo: ſown! 
Longregations. 8: 


is 


Ba The Pxbortation to Sir Harry. Trelowny, 


immediate charge well provided for, that you may 


preach Chriſt's ge goſpel in other places. And, methinky 

where men are bleſſed with talents and qpportfiniti 

for it, they do well. thus to employ themſelyes, ag 

circumſtances may require, And is not this, what, 

the... preſent, ſituation of. 2 9 —4 concerns in our 

55 4 ſeems er to (Pe out a ere i 
or 


Now, in proſecuting” this Ae en 1 pee you 
will ſee i it your duty generally to go where at preſent 
the goſpel ſhineth not : is not clearly and fully made 
known by preaching. And may the father oi lighu 


enlightening influences of his ſpirit) may the: miſt 
ond: — of dark neſs and ignorance be diſpelled 
from the minds of many: they be brought do the 
knowledge of the things belongin g to their everlaſting 
ri and their ſouls be ts to rejoice in the glad 
idings of grace and prace which the goſpel brings. 


Bot, without foubr, you will alſo ſometimes þ0 
from place to place, in the above capacity, where 


— . to en we intreat you, dear Sir, in a-vety 


| Endeavour therefore to wee gel 1 chriſt 
aeRion for all good men, and faith miniſters, of 
Jeſus. And be ready to ſhow woe to all ſuch, 
And to give them the Fight hand « trllowſhip, 0 


95 * along. 


Be very careful alſo that every unhappy conf: 
quence may be N and the moſt beneficial | ones 
may connect themſelvet with, and enſue upon theſe 
E een prej judices, (which 1 have 


Wales 


mean to be the only 


ſometimes with grief heard, together with the ſad 
occaſions of them) that have ariſen from fomewhat 
of the oppoſite nature, have been no ſmall injury to 
the cauſe. When, through a certain inconſideration, 
and raſhneſs of temper and conduct, ſome good men, 
and faithful miniſters of Jeſus, have been ſadly miſ- 
repreſented, their characters unjuſtly injured, their 
ſpirits greatly hurt, if not their hearts abſolutely 
broken; and therewith the peace, harmony, and love 
of their churches and - congregations, awfully inter- 
rupted. I hope it is from a ſincere concern for the 
proſperity of Zion, that I wiſh * dear Sir, who 
are juſt ſetting out in this part of neceſſary and uſe- 
ful employ, may take proper warning from the above, 
and be enabled happily to avoid every thing of the 
like nature: both in your own perſon, and that of 


any to whom your influence and encouragement may | 


extend, as preachers of the word of truth. 2 

With the above in your view, pity and pray for 
thoſe, if any ſuch you meet with, who may treat you, 
in a very unbecoming manner, ill uſe, and perſecute 
you. But do not ſuffer yourſelf at any time, haſtily 


to conclude unfavourably of all, from whom you 


may not receive the reſpect that might be juſtly ex- 
pected. For, remember, really good men, and even 


true minſters of Jeſus, cannot ſee the ſame things with _ 
the ſame eyes, and therefore the ſame meaſures often 


appear in a very different light to them.— But, per- 
haps, in other caſes, there are ſome, who fain would, 
but know not how, prudently, to ſhew you proper 
reſpect. I am ſorry, in this public manner, to have 
it to ſay, but it muſt be ſaid, that there is a certain 
unhappy humour found with many in our religious 
communities, and this indulged by ſome ta a very 
high degree indeed. The profeſſedly unite with 
others in making men, by divine een their 
leaders, overſeers, and guides: when, after all, they 
| riſers themſelves, And ſo the 
M 2 . 
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fact turns up, that in many caſes, the real guides can 
not follow their own judgments and inclinations, but 
muſt be at the beck, and under the ſovereign controul 


of theſe rulers, in their ſeveral churches and congre- 


gations; not indeed, we hope, will they in any thing 


directly ſinful.— But one is offended at a man's con- 


nections, though by an impartial perſon ſeen to be 
really good; another with the name he wears in the 
profeſſing world; or a third, even with the garb in 
which he appears, however becoming in itſelf: and 
ſo, owing to the influence of ſuch things in great va-: 
riety, the poor good miniſter, in his and his family's; 
ſtate of dependance, cannot notice you as he would 
gladly: do. In which caſes, be not improperly angry, 
while perhaps you cannot wholly refrain from being 
a little offended with them, for thus ſubmitting. But, 
Sir, as you may not be acquainted fully with their 
diſſieulties, conſider. them in, general, as the objects 
of your pity, love, and prayers: while yourſelf 
ſhould by no means be improperly grieved or dif- 
n EE ELL SR an An 

Wherever you go, make a point of it, as far as 
able, to encourage the heart, and ſtrengthen the 
hands, of your brethren or fathers in the miniſtry.— 
By a further acquaintance with the religious world, 
you will find, I fear, a ſtrange unſettledneſs in many, 
a fondneſs for novelty, and {ome things which merely 
belong to a preacher's manner, and that for the pre- 
ſent may ſtrike them, who evidence little ſteady re · 


gard for the pure goſpel in itſelf, nor can any means 


almoſt, of its diſcovery. by man, pleaſe them long.— 
Nov, if God render you peculiarly acceptable, be 
thankful for it, as we hope it is a token for good: 


and further, bleſs God for every ſolid proof of real 


uſefulneſs : at the ſame time, be at great pains that 
you preſerve a humble frame, knowing our danger 
from pride, that buſy ſin, and how peculiarly odious. 


it mult be ro God ip things religious, But while you 
Lie i 
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our people's affection, be peculiarly careful to check 
all lighting thoughts in them, of their own, good mi- 
niſter, '- Yea, do your utmoſt to guard them againſt 
every thing of that ſort ; and to ſtir them up to thank-' 
fulneſs for their ſtated privileges; and to value their 
miniſter, though he may not have your, or another 
man's popularity. And urge them to behave well to 
the good man when you are gone, as one proof of 
their proper affection for you, that they received good 


indeed by your labours, and what therefore it will 


greatly rejoice you to hear of, when at a diſtance. 
Take good heed, dear Sir, as to theſe things, we 


pray you. Allow all that ſhould be allowed, for the 
particular weakneſſes and prejudices of men: remem- 
| bering, perhaps, we have ſomething of the like na- 


ture cleaving to us, though inſenſible of it. Put the 
beſt conſtruction upon what appears with a doubtful 
or diſagreeable aſpe&: Thus cover, with a mantle 
of love, thoſe things which ſhould be covered. (d.) 


By ſuch means then, aim to extend your peaceful 
and loving connections, with good men; to promote 
the harmony and proſperity of our churches and con- 
gregations, and therewith the encouragement, com- 


fort, and uſefulneſs of your brethren: while, hereby, 


you will be acting the moſt friendly part to yourſelf, 


with reference to the moſt generous, noble, and laſt- 


ing peace, and general happineſs of your own mind. 


As, I think, I may be a little confident in ſaying, that, 
ſuch a procedure will afford you great ſatisfaction, 


by a review, in life and death. 5; 


By the like methods alſo, under the divine bleſſing, 
may , tne 


rejudices of ſome be done away, the ob- 


jections of others anſwered, and the conſequences of 


your labours become extenfively beneficial, in the 


* 


trueſt good of immortal fouls, while God is glorified. 


And thus the end of a goſpel miniſtry be happily ai 
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- Thus, dear Sir, both as to the matter, and manner 
of your doctrine take heed 4 and may the moſt' happy 
effects be conſequent thereupon, to yourſelf, and g 
great multitude of your hearers; and ſo, the encou- 
ragement in my text, in particular, be made good in 
your caſe, which we hope it will, through the grace 
of Chriſt, viz. in doing this, you ſhall both fave yourſelf, 

and theſe who bear you. 
The above repreſentations, I am ſenſible, are very 
defective. Yet, methinks, I hear you ſaying, bo is 
Jp for theſe things? (e.) What care, circum- 
ection, labour, and pains will they require! How 
dificulc to pay my vows unto the Lord! To fulfill the 
miniſtry, which ] have this day, ſo fully, received in the 
Lord! (f.) To attend aright the concerns of my own 
ſoul; to pay a proper attention to thoſe of my 
charge; and to conduct myfelf prudently, faithfully 
and zealoully, in all places, and at all times, ſq as 
beſt to anfwer (under Heaven's propitious influence) 
the end of my public appearance in the chriſtian mi- 
niſtry! How arduous the undertaking! How difficult 
the taſk ! ET a EI ad? i oc. 


© Here then let me add a few thoughts, on the Sow 


1 2 


cluding part of my deſign, namely, 


Secondly, By way of encouragement, in this your 
difficult Work. And here, my dear Sir, remember, 


1. Tis a good work. He who deſcretb the Mfc 
4 biſbop, defireth a good work. (g.) To be a faithfi 
and uſeful miniſter, is ro have the honour of becom- 
ing one of the greateſt bleſſings of a riſen Saviour to 
mankind. (.) Beſides, what more ſuitable is there, 4 
than thus to act, in conformity to the wiſe and gra- | 
cious appointment of Chriſt, the head of the church? 
463. 2 Cor. ii. 26. (g.) r Tim, ii. 2. 
Col. iv. 1. (. ) Eph. iv. 21, 12. 
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What an honour alſo is it, to have ſuch tidings to 
publiſh to the children of men; ſuch a meſſage 0 
go upon, which ſo immediately relates to the glory 
of God the everlalting felicity of men. A work, 
ſurely, that would do honour to the noplelt angel! 
2. Conſider what an all-ſufficient and graciom 

ou are 
not ſent upon this warfare at your own: expence; 
neither in your own ſtrength, Every real chriſtian 
has the almighty and compaſſionate Jeſus to look ta, 
for all needed aſſiſtance and hleſſing in his. courſe. 


And ſurely the miniſter of Jeſus has roportionable 


encouragement for his arduons work. How em- 
phatic, and animating the promiſe, Ia I an with 
always ! (i.) Hence, dear Sir, take courage, He 
that (we truſt) is for vou, is greater than all that can 

be againſt you. Daily therefore look to, and live 
upon him, for ſupplies of every kind. Thus ſhall 


you, in ſome happy degree, ſurmount all difficultie, _ © 


be rendered ſuperior to all impeding circumſtances; 
be fedfaft and immovable, always abqunding in the, work 
of the Lord; (k.) and at laſt, Iniſb your, courſe, with 

Joy ! (.) | Wherefore, further. | 


mY * 


3 Conſider the ground there is, far hope of che 


greateſt good from hence, to yourſelf and others. To 
which, purpoſe, how ſtriking are the concluding 
words of my text, which I hope need no explanation 
here, [hn doing this, thou” ſhalt both ſave thyſplf, and 
them who bear thee, Thus to act, will be found the 
way to the final enjoyment of compleat falyation 
yourſelf and to enjoy, even now, ſome of the more 
'pleafing parts of begun ſalvation, in peace with 
God, contolation. of ſoul, increaſing holinèſs, and the 
delightful aſſurance of what, hereafter, yau ſhall be. 


So alſo have you reaſon to hope, you ſhall be the 


Happy and honoured inſtrument of the ſalvation of 
hers ; with which, we know, is intimately connected 
(+) Nau. aryiũ. 20. (. 2 Cor. xv. 35. (1 Al 44. 


a 
7 
3 


1 
1 
. 


$T% 3 7 ; 
\ : 
wa 
4 

N wa 5% 
% 3 
: : * 
y * 

* 
2 


*. N ; x « 22 _ 
. 


N re ” % * * * 
* : * * N 
” — * 83 k 4 We : 
„ N 8 8 
* x | l 
5 | *. * 4 4 TH Fe 
82 i x p : 81 |; : 4< 
; £ $% A * 79 
: , * 3 
I . 4% 55 
: E * 0 N 1 * 
N : 5 244 
\ ua 
_ 


PE noe ß 
| vs The Exhortation to Sir Hurry Trelawny, Sc- 


alſo, the glory of God: a thought truly pleaſing th | 
the lively chriſtian, and zealous miniſter. of Jeſus? 1 
And Oh! how delightful this! To honour the nam 
of our God! To pluck men from the Jaws of des 
ſtruQtion'! To reſcue them from the tyranny of I 
and ſatan; recover them to the favour and image of 1 
God |! and be the inſtruments of training them wp 1 
for glory at laſt ! How pleaſing, how charming this? 
Well may the hope of it gladden the heart of the | 
faithful miniſter, and nobly encourage him to face] 
danger, contempt, reproach, and every kind of, dif, 
ficulty which lies fairly in his way; and ſubmit. to 
the moſt burdenſome labours, to which his ſacred 
function may, at any time, ſubject him. But. oneg 
A e eee ee i 2 FO 
4. Conſider, what ſhall. be the glorious conſe 
'quefices of theſe things to yourſelf, in a future world, 
When, if, duly taking heed to yourſelf and doctrines 
here, God will own and honour you, as his good ang 
faithful ſervant. You ſhall fully reap the 'gloriougt 
rewards promiſed ſuch. But O! what are they! ] 
And, I truſt; Hine as the ſtars in the heavens, having 4 

' Furned many to righteouſneſs, and that for ever. (m.) 1 
Me rejoice, dear Sir, in the ſolemn dedication yo] 
have thus made of yourſelf to the ſervice of God, in 
the preſence of ſo great a number of witneſſes. And 
would ſtill recommend you to his care and grace, 
praying that you may be abundantly aſſiſted, encou- 

, | raged, and ſucceeded in your great work: taſte mo 
= richly of every facred fruit of ſalvation; have the 
N pleaſure to ſee many as ſeals to your miniſtry now 
-and, at laſt, may you come up before the eternally 
glorious throne, accompanied with a noble train of 
the ſaved, ſaying, in the language of humility, aſtq- 


niſhment, gratitude, triumph and joy, Here am I, OS 
Lord God! and the children which thou haſt graz 
cCiouſly- given me] Even ſo, for Feſu's ſake, Amen“ 
Sele (m.) Daniel xii. 3. | g 3 
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